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IMB  in  final  stage  of  revitalization  plans 


consider  missions  as  an 
option?"  Rankin  asked. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  On 
their  knees  in  prayer  sur¬ 
rounding  14  new  overseas 
regional  leaders,  trustees 
of  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  sig¬ 
naled  unanimous  support 
for  the  final  stage  of  an 
overseas  operations  revi¬ 
talization  begun  earlier 
this  year. 

Following  their  Sept. 

4-5  meeting  in  Dallas, 

International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  trustees  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  Sunday 
evening  service  at  the 
venerable  First  Church  in 
which  58  new  missionar¬ 
ies  were  appointed  for 
overseas  service. 

The  board's  reorgani¬ 
zation  expands  the  num¬ 
ber  of  overseas  adminis¬ 
trative  units  from  10  to  14, 
covering  every  popula¬ 
tion  group  < — 

America. 

Avery  Willis, 
board's  senior  vice  presi 
dent  for  overseas  opera 
tions,  described  the  regional  cal  entities; 
leaders'  presentation  to  trustees 
as  "historic."  He  said  it  marked 
the  beginning  of  a  major  new 
advance  in  Southern  Baptist 
international  missions. 

The  presentation  reflected  the 
agency's  shift  from  focusing  on 
194  countries  to  targeting  12,862 
people  groups  in  the  world. 
r'Countries"  describes  geopoliti- 


"We  have  initiated  sig¬ 
nificant  structural 

changes  in  our  overseas 
organization  and  leader- 
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and  attrition  remain  stable 
at  just  under  4%,  as  they 


have  for  the  past  20  years. 
Retirements  have  peaked, 
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j  •?-  Q.^’’  ’’X  and  we  will  see  a  30"., 

^  *■'  . decline  from  the  average 

ot  the  last  10  years.  An 

‘•f‘  '  1  '  I  unprecedented  number  ot 

Xa  '  I  candidates  are  in  the 

; -VV.  X  ^  I  appointment  pnxess  " 

■■  Ir^Tl  •  T  ,  '•'**  :  ’  BH  I  Cod  has  opened  doors 

yj?-  B  9H 

be  remiss  it  thev  "tail  to 
ha\  mis- 

sionaries  in  Eastern 

'very  uuuuia-  INQUIRING  MINDS  —  A  Sept.  7  appointment  service  for  58  new  International  Europe  and  the  former 
outside  North  Mission  Board  missionaries  offered  opportunities  to  learn  about  God's  work  around  the  Soviet  Union,  a  thousand 
world.  From  left,  Christy  MacNelly,  Megan  Copeland,  Linsey  Copeland,  Josey  Copeland  missionaries  in  China 
tge  —  even  baby  Stephen  —  from  Birchman  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  explore  a  display  on  and  India,  and  a  thou- 
Southern  Baptist  missions  in  the  Philippines.  (BP  photo  by  Bill  Bangham)  sand  missionaries 

- — - - - assigned  to  other 

...ilH.j;  "people  groups"  every  people  group  overseas,  unreached  people  groups  in  the 
describes  clusters  of  people  bolstered  by  the  work  of  15,000  next  five  years  without  dimin- 
bound  together  by  language,  cul-  full-time  missionaries  —  more  ishing  our  deployment  to  other 
ture,  and  socioeconomic  ties.  The  than  three  times  the  current  4,200  areas  of  the  world,"  Rankin  said, 
board's  shift  in  focus  from  coun-  workers.  He  said  the  IMB  is  preparing 

tries  to  people  groups  helps  it  He  challenged  current  para-  for  such  growth,  believing  it 
more  effectively  reach  previously  digms  that  focus  most  Southern  will  come, 
unevangelized  people  groups.  Baptist  ministry  and  outreach  Rankin  said  he  is  calling  this 
IMB  President  jerry  Rankin  effort  in  this  country.  new  level  of  mobilization 

said  he  envisions  a  day  when  "Is  it  consistent  with  God's  "Vision  2001."  -» 

Southern  Baptists  are  reaching  eternal  purpose  for  only  4,200  "From  1954  to  1964,  the  num- 

missionaries  to  proclaim  the  ber  of  missionaries  under 
message  of  salvation  to  95%  of  appointment  with  the  FMB  actu- 
the  world's  population,  while  ally  tripled  in  10  years,"  he  said, 
more  than  100,000  pastors,  "I  believe  we  can  do  it  again  in 
church  staff,  and  denomination-  the  next  10  years  if  we  will  take 
al  workers  minister  among  the  seriously  the  task  of  mobiliza- 
5%  at  home,  and  most  of  15.6  tion  and  are  truly  committed  to 
million  Southern  Baptists  never  being  on  mission  with  God." 


Baptist  Book  Stores  best  sellers 

HARDBACK 

1.  Purpose  Driven  Churcn,  Rick  Warren  (Zondervan) 

2.  Just  As  I  Am,  Billy  Graham  (Zondervan) 

3.  The  Weigh  Down  Diet,  Gwen  Shamblin  (Doubleday) 

4.  David,  Charles  Swindoll  (Word) 

5.  In  the  Grip  of  Grace,  Max  Lucado  (Word) 

6.  Experiencing  God,  Henry  Blackaby  &  Claude  King  (Broadman 
&  Holman) 

7.  Joy  for  the  Journey,  Compiled  (Nelson /Countryman) 

8.  Streams  in  the  Desert,  Charles  Cowman  (Zondervan) 

9.  God's  Inspirational  Promises,  Max  Lucado  (Nelson /Countryman) 
10.  Reason  for  My  Hope,  Charles  Stanley  (Nelson) 

PAPERBACK 

1.  Living  Somewhere  Between  Estrogen  and  Death,  Barbara 
Johnson  (Word) 

2.  What  Happens  When  Women  Pray,  Evelyn  Christenson 
(Chariot/Victor) 

3.  Five  Love  Languages,  Gary  Chapman  (Moody) 

4.  15  Minutes  Alone  With  God,  Emilie  Barnes  (Harvest) 

5.  Stories  From  the  Heart,  Various  (Multnomah) 

6.  Five  Love  Languages  of  Children,  Gary  Chapman  (Moody) 

7.  15  Minutes  of  Peace  with  God,  Emilie  Barnes  (Harvest) 

8.  Financial  Planning  Workbook,  Larry  Burkett  (Multnomah) 

9.  More  Stories  From  the  Heart,  Various  (Multnomah) 

10.  Right  from  Wrong,  Josh  McDowell  (Word) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


"I'll  have  to  preach  new  sermons  now!"  says  Dolton  Haggan,  pastor  of 
Pocahontas  Church,  after  the  church  burned  to  the  ground  following  a 
lightening  strike  the  evening  of  September  10.  Gone  are  his  Bible,  study 
lessons,  and  sermon  notes.  "The  work  of  a  lifetime,"  he  says. 


MBC  schedule  released 


Miss,  gambling  turns  five 


Young  Nam  Cho,  top-ranked  entertainer  in  Korea,  sings  a  concert  at 
First  Church,  Long  Beach.  Cho  became  a  Christian  two  years  ago  and  is 
attending  college  in  Florida.  First  Church,  Long  Beach  has  a  continuing 
ministry  to  Koreans.  Bill  Duncan  is  pastor. 


oup  meets 


Ag  mission* 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  executive  committee 
authorizes  a  contract  with  the  Relief  and  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  making  effective  the  Widows  Supplemental  Plan  for 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  and  board  employees. 


Letters  tatfie  Editor 


Thou  shalt  not  covet 

(Exodus  20:17) 


Observe  Anti-Gambling 
September  21,  199 


Forward,  or  backward? 


THE  A N6EU  THE  STONE 

TO  REVEAL  AN  EMPTY  TOME 
AND  A  RISEN  CHRIST.  EVER 
SINCE,  MAN  HAS  BEEN  TRYING 
TO  roll  that  STONE  BACK  /♦ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


The  salient  observation  from  among  all 
others,  however,  has  to  be  the  student  who 
gushed,  "Finally,  we've  moved  forward 
into  the  20th  century!" 

Well,  no.  We've  actually  moved  back¬ 
ward  to  the  first  century,  where  people 
indulged  in  vulgarity  and  wickedness 
that  can  scarcely  be  matched  anywhere  in 
history. 


What  can  a  concerned  parent  do?  Even 
more  to  the  point,  what  can  a  self-respect¬ 
ing,  Christian  student  do? 

Mississippi's  three  Baptist  institutions  of 
higher  learning  are  looking  better  and  bet¬ 
ter,  aren't  they? 


We  cannot  let  this  industry 
slow'ly  blind  us  to  the  damage  it 
is  causing  in  our  state  and  in  our 
country.  The  broken  homes,  bro- 
•  ken  finances,  increases  in  crime, 
/  me  land  addictions  have  the  ripple 
effect  of  increasing  government 
services  to  handle  these  nega¬ 
tives,  not  to  mention  the  toll  it 
takes  in  devastating  families  and 
individuals. 

An  effective  manner  in  which 
we  can  help  curb  the  gambling 
industry's  growth  and  acceptance  of  that 
growth  is  for  all  Christians  to  remember 
that  gambling  is  wrong  and  contrary  to 
Biblical  principles. 

Not  speaking  up  and  sharing  your  con¬ 
victions  is  a  silent  way  of  endorsing  and 
condoning  the  gambling  industry.  Eph.  6 
talks  of  the  full  armor  of  God  and  encour¬ 
ages  us  to  stand  firm. 

Stand  firm  in  your  conviction  that 
everything  pertaining  to  the  casinos  is 
wrong.  Take  a  stand  and  share  this  convic¬ 
tion.  We  must  be  the  examples  not  only  for 
our  friends  and  neighbors  but  more  impor¬ 
tantly  for  our  children.  They  are  our  future. 

In  thinking  of  our  future,  we  must  tem¬ 
per  our  convictions  with  compassion.  We 
must  remember  to  minister  to  those  who 
have  been  hurt  or  are  hurting  from  the  ills 
of  gambling.  The  effects  are  widespread, 
reaching  into  our  families,  businesses,  gov¬ 
ernment  —  even  our  churches. 

The  victims  of  epidemics  in  the  past 
have  depended  on  those  not  affected  to 
care  and  minister  to  them. 

Unfortunately,  the  epidemic  of  gam¬ 
bling  is  not  going  away  anytime  soon. 
Therefore,  Christians  must  be  prepared  to 
minister  to  the  victims  in  Jesus;  love. 

Brown  is  a  real  estate  consultant  and  was  an 
anti-gambling  leader  in  the  two  failed  referenda 
to  legalize  gambling  in  DeSoto  County. 


Webster's  Dictionary  defines 
the  word  epidemic  as, 

"affecting  or  tending  to  affect  a 
disproportionately  large  number 
of  individuals  within  a  popula¬ 
tion,  community,  or  region  at  the 
same  time." 

There  is  an  epidemic  quietly 
eating  away  at  the  future  of 
Mississippi.  That  epidemic  is 
called  gambling  and  tne  future  of 
Mississippi  is  its  people  —  old 
andyoung. 

The  gambling  industry  has  quickly  and  state.  As  some  would  see  it  there  are  posi- 
quietly  woven  itself  into  the  very  fabric  of  tive  aspects  of  the  industry's  arrival  in 
our  society.  The  largest  single  effect  gam-  Mississippi,  such  as  increased  economic 
bling  is  having  on  the  people  of  Mississippi  activity.  Dig  entertainment,  and  fine  food.  In 

is  that  gambling  is  being  accepted  more  other  words,  the  "good  life"  can  now  be 

and  more.  Its  quick  progression,  and  there-  found  and  experienced  through  the  casinos, 
bv  acceptance  by  government  in  this  state, 
i--  mind  boggling 

♦  L  .isino  gambling  on  u^'N  in 

international  waters  oh  the  Gult  Coast  —  D|  '  1  XRBBBBflNE H 

B  |^B  ‘  y 

♦  Dockside  gambling  -  late  |9Slk  |g  '■'SK  ‘  .  Tiki'f 

♦  'Riverboat"  casinos  in  counties  bor-  B  r  JM* I'*! 

dering  the  Gult  C  oast  and  the  Mississippi  B  fft* 

Kiver  with  local  elections  —  1990  B 

♦  Native  \merican  gaming  laws  B 

allowing  a  land-based  easino  at  the  B 

Choctaw  Indian  Reservation  in 

Philadelphia  Mississippi  earlv  lMU|,s  m  ‘  fU  $ 

♦  lodge  rules  that  ott  tr.uk  pan  fit 

'  .  •.  •!:•>..;  ,  uiio  is-  iliov\ ■  Mi--  jL^ JrsnfejL"  'ifsi  H' 

casinos  —  1997 

♦  Sports  betting  (although  prohibited  K 

is  with  f 

phene  >  .h'  at  the  i  .isintw  based  on  w  ha!  a 

I  think  it  is  tan  to  gambling  in 

Mississippi  has  more  than  kxome  epi  ^^BBBBETiWiiiliBBCTl»;^^^#t:i^*1 

-holt  penod  ol  \\t  *  j 

•'  'Mllll’  to  i‘s  eMOr”  -  (!’  thus  s  V&f  JMy  V“«ui  ^  *Jf, 
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Hawkins  selected  as  new  Annuity  Board  president 


him,  and  I  am  excited  for  the  Hawkins  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
Annuity  Board."  and  the  late  Lucille  Hawkins. 

Before  accepting  the  pas-  Hawkins  is  a  former  presi- 
torate  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Hawkins  served  congregations  Pastors'  Conference  and  was 
in  Florida  and  Oklahoma.  He  named  Clergyman  of  the  Year 
came  to  Dallas  from  First  by  Religious  Heritage  of 
Church,  Fort  Lauderdale,  America  in  1993.  He  published 
where  he  was  pastor  from  1978-  numerous  books. 

1993.  Paul  Powell  became  president 

Hawkins  has  degrees  from  in  March  1990.  In  February  1996, 
Texas  Christian  University,  citing  the  approach  of  several 
Southwestern  Seminary,  and  officer  retirements  in  close  prox- 
Luther  Rice  Seminary.  imity,  Powell  asked  the  trustees 

The  Annuity  Board,  with  to  begin  the  process  of  finding 
assets  exceeding  $6  billion,  man-  successors  for  the  two  top  offices, 
ages  active  retirement  accounts  W.  Gordon  Hobgood,  Jr.,  chief 
for  more  than  80,000  Southern  operating  officer  who  turned  65 
Baptist  ministers  and  other  in  August  1997,  and  Powell,  who 
employees  of  churches,  agencies  will  be  65  in  December  1998, 
ana  institutions.  The  board  has  both  expressed  a  desire  to  retire 
more  than  400  employees  in  its  near  their  65th  birthdays.  The 
offices  located  at  2401  Cedar  Annuity  Board  has  no  mandato- 
Springs  Road  in  Dallas.  Some  ry  retirement  age. 

2/,000  annuitants  in  pay  status 
receive  benefits  that  total  more 
than  $200  million  a  year. 

Hawkins  is  married  to  the  for-  VflD 

mer  Susan  K.  Cavness  of  Austin, 

Texas.  They  are  the  parents  of  ^ - 

two  daughters,  Wendy  Hawkins 
Hermes  and  Holly  Hawkins. 

Hawkins  is  the  only  child  of  Otis 


The 
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Preparations  finalized  for  '97  MBC  week 
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Partnership  Missions;  and  Mi: 
Service  Corps. 

At  3  p.m.  on  Oct.  27  the  general  se 
Programs  during  1997  Mississippi  of  the  Lay  Missions  Conference  feati 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  week  on  Oct.  Mike  Rogers,  president  of  Kint 
27-29  will  feature  a  number  of  presidents  Agenda  Ministries  of  Murphreesl 
including  that  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Tenn.,  will  begin.  The  topic  for  the  se 
Convention  (MBC),  the  Southern  Baptist  will  be  "The  Kingdom  Ag< 
Convention  (SBC),  two  SBC  seminaries, 

Mississippi  College  (MC),  and  WorldCom, 

Inc.  —  one  of  the  largest  telecommunica¬ 
tions  companies  in  the  world. 

The  major  events,  all  taking  place  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  include  the  MBC  on 
Oct.  28-29;  Lay  Missions  Conference  on 
Oct.  28;  Conference  of  Baptist  Ministers' 

Wives  on  Oct.  28;  ana  the  Pastors' 

Conference  on  Oct.  28. 

In  addition,  a  number  of  special  inter¬ 
est  groups  such  as  alumni  associations 
will  hold  their  annual  meetings.  The 
Baptist  Record  will  provide  a  list  of  times 
and  places  for  those  meetings  in  a  later 
issue. 

The  MBC  annual  meeting  begins  at  8:30 
a.m.  Oct.  28  and  concludes  at  11:35  a.m.  on 
Oct.  29.  This  is  the  second  year  the  conven¬ 
tion  will  take  place  in  only  four  sessions. 

Principal  speakers  for  the  MBC  annual 
meeting  will  be  Chuck  Kelley,  president  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary;  Jimmy  Porter,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  McComb,  and  MBC 
president;  Jim  Futral,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson,  delivering  the  convention 
sermon;  and  Bill  Causey,  executive  director 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB). 

In  business  sessions  the  MBC  will 
consider  a  $25  million  1998  Cooperative 
Program  budget  and  elect  a  president  to 
replace  Porter,  who  has  served  the  tra¬ 
ditional  maximum  of  two  one-year 
terms. 

The  Lay  Missions  Conference  begins  at 
1:30  p.m.  on  Oct.  27  with  a  series  of  con¬ 
ferences  designed  to  involve  lay  persons 
in  missions  and  ministries.  The  confer¬ 
ences  will  focus  on  Agricultural  Missions; 

Campers  on  Mission;  Church  Renewal; 

Construction;  Education  Missions; 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  Director 


Reeves  of  Aberdeen,  staff  evangelist  for 
Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corintn;  Terry 
Ledbetter,  pastor  of  Union  Church, 
Picayune;  and  Steve  Bennett,  pastor  of 
Colonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven. 

Other  speakers  will  be  Albert  Mohler, 
president  of  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville, 
ky.;  Morris  Chapman,  president  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  in  Nashville;  and 
Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern  Church, 
Del  City,  Okla,  and  SBC  president. 


MBC  deadlines  posted 


The  Baptist  Record  annually  provides  readers  with  a  list  of  official 
activities  and  related  gatherings  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC).  The  1997  annual  meeting  and  related  gather¬ 
ings  are  scheduled  for  Oct.  27-29  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  other 
venues  around  the  metro  area.  . 

The  deadline  for  submitting  these  activities  for  announcement  in  The 
Baptist  Record  is  at  the  close  of  business  on  Thursday,  Oct.  2.  Please 
include: 

♦  formal  name  and  type  of  activity. 

♦  date,  time,  and  location  of  activity. 

♦  program  speakers. 

♦  costs  of  attending  and  any  meals  provided  (where  applicable). 

♦  contact  person  and  telephone  number  for  more  information. 

Mail  the  information  to  arrive  by  Oct.  2  to:  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O. 

Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Information  may  be  faxed  to  (601)  353- 
6184,  or  e-mailed  to  CompuServe  address  70420.37.  To  avoid  mistakes, 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
1997  Annual  Meeting 

Tickets  for  the  banquet  are  $8  per  person 
and  available  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Department,  c/o  Missions 
Banquet,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB. 

The  1997  Conference  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  Ministers'  Wives  will  take  place 


information  will  not  be  accepted  over  the  telephone 


The  Baptist  Record 
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Pastor's  ministry  dream  brings  frustration 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


As  Keith  Fulton  ponders  the  fifth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  legalized  gambling  in  Mississippi,  he 
is  frustrated  over  a  call  he  sensed  from  God 
but  could  not  fulfill. 

- »  Fulton  is  pastor  of  Mount 

^  \  Carmel  Church  in  Leake 

■  »  Association  just  across  the  line 

^  ■  from  Neshoba  County,  home  of 

■  the  Choctaw  Indian  reservation 

If  and  Silver  Star  Casino.  Fulton 

"-\  ■  lived  in  Neshoba  County  all  his 

life,  except  for  now  and  eight 
years  in  tne  U.S.  Marine  Corps. 

X.  "Two  years  ago,  when  we 

N,  found  out  the  casino  was  com- 
^  )  ing,  (Neshoba  Association  direc- 

/  tor  of  missions)  Leo  Barker  and 
others  began  talking  about  a 
ministry,"  Fulton  said. 

At  the  time  Fulton  was  pastor 
Sf|pM^  of  North  Calvary  Church, 
lipiiM  Philadelphia.  The  hope  was  to 
l  find  someone  with  the  back- 

*  ground  and  experience  to  begin 
S  a  gambing  ministry.  Soon, 

I  Fulton  felt  the  Lord  was  direct- 

|  ing  him  to  start  such  a  ministry. 

I  He  resigned  North  Calvary 

1  and  founded  Barnabas  Ministries. 

1  "I  tried  this  for  a  year,  but  there 

t  J  wasn't  the  climate  to  begin  a  work 

yet,"  Fulton  said.  A  year  later  the 
door  opened  for  him  to  pastor 
Mount  Carmel  Church. 

"This  was  a  real  frustrating  experience," 
Fulton  said.  "We  are  not  addressing  prob¬ 
lems  here.  Pastors  were  generalh  support¬ 
ive,  but  congregations  were  not.  Many  pas¬ 
tors  see  the  problems  but  don't  know  now 
to  confront  them." 

Fulton's  one-vear  experiment  brought  to 
light  several  obstacles.  Christians  are  divid¬ 
ed  as  to  how  to  face  the  casino,  he  observed. 


Fulton  wanted  to  start  a  two-pronged 
ministry.  First  was  a  chaplaincy-type  min¬ 
istry  to  the  employees  of  the  casino. 

'’Many  of  tne  employees  have  family 
problems,"  he  said.  Because  of  the  large 
amounts  of  money  involved,  the  stress  on 
the  employees  can  be  tremendous. 

"The  turnover  rate  is  high.  1  don't  want 
to  stereotype  anyone,  but  by  and  large 
there  is  a  high  alcohol  problem  and  a  high 
divorce  rate,"  he  said. 

Second,  Fulton  wanted  to  start  a  recov- 
erv-tvpe  ministry  to  problem  gamblers  and 
their  families.  'Problem  gamblers  don't 
realize  they  have  a  problem  until  they  need 
help,"  he  said. 

"There  is  nothing  to  help  the  family  of  a 
gambler,"  he  added.  "Most  of  the  calls  I  got 
were  from  spouses  or  children  of  a  gambler. 

"A  little  girl  called  once  and  said,  'My 
father  is  gambling  away  everything  we've 
got.'  A  wife  called  and  said,  'I'm  leaving 
him.  We've  lost  everything.' 

"A  woman  I  talked  to.  said  she  would 
leave  the  greeting  card  factory  on  the  reser¬ 
vation  on  Fridays  and  instead  of  turning  left 
and  depositing  her  check  in  the  bank,  she 
the  past  five  years,  gamblers  have  coast  had  not  dealt  directlv  with  gambling  would  turn  right  and  go  straight  to  the  casi- 
.1  to  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  before  it  w  as  legalized  in  1<592 —  maybe  just  no.  They  have  ATM  machines  or  will  cash 
it  their  problems  with  them.  For  the  a  case  or  two  when  someone  got  in  trouble  your  check  for  you  right  on  the  premises, 

ve  years,  there  has  been  a  helping  during  a  'junket  flight'  to  Las  Vegas.  Now',  "Another  lady  told  me  she  got  in  the 

ivailable  when  thev  htT rock  bottom.  many  of  our  churcnes  have  felt  the  direct,  mail  a  pre-approved  Visa  with  a  $1,500 
>’re  staying  busy,"  said  John  personal  impact  of  gambling,”  he  said.  credit  limit.  Sne  went  straight  to  the  casino, 

urn,  a  'Gulf  Coast  pastor  w  ho  Landrum's  advice  to  communities  con-  After  an  hour  and  a  half,  sne  walked  away 
•d  his  church  shortly  after  the  first  sidering  legalized  gambling  is  simple.  with  nothing  but  a  $1,500  credit  card  debt- 

opened  and  began  the  full-time  "Do  everything  you  can  to  keep  it  out.  If  "These  stories  could  be  repeated  thou- 

lin  to  the  Mississippi  Beach  ministry  it's  there,  do  everything  you  can  to  minis-  sands  of  times.  All  you  ever  hear  about  are 
is  wife  Linda.  ter  to  people  affected  by  it.  the  winners.  Nobody  ever  hears  about  the 

e  (local)  economy  is'btximing.  You  "Everywhere  there  is  a  casino,  there  heartbreak,"  he  said. 

;et  around  that,  but  the  human  needs  should  be  someone  who  sees  the  situation  "This  is  a  moral  issue,  not  an  economic 
a  along  with  legalized  gambling  are  as  a  ministry.  The  hard  part  is  'changing  or  entertainment  issue.  While  we  want  to 
sing.  hats'  from  condemning  gamblers  to  being  confront  the  sin,  we  need  to  act  redemp- 

iere  are  a  lot  of  marital  problems,  able  to  minister  effectively  to  people  ana  tively  toward  the  sinner. 

;  both  casino  patrons  and  casino  families  in  trouble  because  of  it.  "Just  because  a  person  works  in  a  casino 

yees.  We  know  the ’stress  that  gam-  "I  liken  it  to  other  ministry  opportuni-  doesn't  mean  they  have  committed  an 

ran  place  on  a  patron's  marriage,  but  ties  that  have  been  put  before  us  as  unpardonable  sin.  We  don't  want  to  con- 
n't  often  consider  the  stress  on  a  casi-  Christians.  You  can  have  a  ministry  to  done  it,  but  rather  confront  the  person  with 
ployee's  marriage.  homosexuals  without  agreeing  with  the  Jesus  Christ. 

eir  personal  problems  are  height-  lifestyle;  the  focus  of  any  ministry  should  "There  is  too  much  cultural  Christianity 
>ecause  of  the  pressure  under  which  be  to’bring  lost  people  to  Salvation  through  in  the  churches  of  Mississippi.  Every  time 
vork.  You  wouldn't  believe  all  the  Jesus  Christ,"  he  stressed.  the  moral  aspect  of  an  issue  and  the  eco- 

iment  and  casino  regulations  they  The  Landrums  can  be  contacted  at  nomic  aspect  come  head-to-head,  the  eco- 
follow  to  the  letter,  and  ev^ry  move  First  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport  (which  nomic  side  wins.  We  lack  understanding, 
nake  is  videotaped  by  the  casino  provides  space  for  the  ministry  in  the  "What  I  am  trying  to  do  now  is  keep  the 

tv  system,"  Landrum  said.  church's  administration  building),  1402  issue  alive.  I  have  pulled  back  ana  I'm 

idrum  pointed  out  that  it's  not  at  all  22nd  Ave.,  Gulfport,  MS  39501.  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  minister,  for 
al  for  the  ministry  to  be  working  Telephone:  (601)  863-0211.  new  doors  to  open,"  Fulton  said. 


Gambling  in 
Mississippi: 


Monetary  miracle 
or  moral  mistake? 


Gulf  Coast  gambling  ministry  set 
to  begin  sixth  year  of  operation 


By  William  H.  Perkins  |r. 

Editor 


September  18, 1997 
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Ag  Missions  group  hears  pleas  for  ministry 


Doors  of  opportunity  were  was  discussed.  Cashion  asked 
opened  wide  at  this  year's  sum-  that  Ag-Missions  be  a  source 
mer  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  for  recruitment  of  Christian 
Baptist  Agricultural  Missions  professionals  “in  the  fields  of 
Foundation  on  Aug.  15  at  agriculture,  horticulture, 
Immanuel  Church,  Green-  agribusiness,  animal  hus- 
wood,  according  to  foundation  bandry  and  veterinary  services 
president  Jim  YVatson.  to  serve  as  short-term  volunteer 

Tom  Williams,  regional  instructors." 
leader  for  the  Western  Pacific  The  immediate  need  is  in  a 

Region  of  the  Southern  sensitive  Asian  Republic  that 

Baptist  International  was  formally  under 

Missions  Board  (IMB)  communism,  lie  wrote, 

and  Lee  Nichols,  One  of  the  more  inspi- 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  rational  moments  was  when 

in  South  Korea  for  30  years,  Ag-Missionarv  Horace  “Dub" 

presented  needs  and  devel-  Fite  and  wife  Sallie  were  pre- 

opment  plans  for  both  North  sented  a  certificate  of  apprecia- 

and  South  Korea  and  asked  tion  for  47  years  of  service  as 

for  Ag  Missions  involvement.  agricultural  missionaries  in 
Paul  Harrell,  Mississippi  Brazil. 

Baptist  Brotherhood  Director,  The  Fites  will  have  served 
discussed  the  longer  than  any  other  mission- 

Mississippi/ Venezuela  part-  ary  and  may  reach  50  continu- 
nership  program  and  thanked  ous  years  of  service  when  they 
the  group  for  its  support  of  the  retire.  The  agricultural  school  for 
Agri-Missions  portion  of  the  boys  that  they  organized  and 
partnerships.  ran  until  this  year  has  produced 

A  letter  from  IMB  human  Christian  lawyers,  teachers, 
needs  consultant  Bill  Cashion  farmers,  business  men,  police- 


RECOGNIZED  —  Agricultural  missionary  Horace  "Dub"  Fite 
(right),  and  wife  Sallie,  receive  a  certificate  of  appreciation  from  the 
Agricultural  Mission  Foundation  on  August  15.  The  Fites  have 
served  in  Brazil  since  September  1950.  (BR  special  photo) 

men,  and  pastors.  They  plan  to  Agricultural  Missions 

retire  in  Brazil.  Foundation,  Ltd.,  120  North 

For  more  information,  contact  Congress,  Suite  815,  Jackson,  MS 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  39201.  Telephone:  (601)  355-2825. 


BSSB  receives  first  literature  order  via  Internet 


gotten  something,  it's  going  to 
e  really  easy  to  just  key  in  that 
additional  order." 

Within  24  hours  of  submit¬ 
ting  the  order,  Reyes  said,  the 
church  will  get  a  confirmation 
of  the  order  oy  electronic  mail 
(e-mail),  including  a  list  of  the 
items  ordered.  Orders  placed 
on  the  web  site  are  sent  directly 
to  the  order-filling  warehouse 
and  are  not  keyed  in  by  anyone 
other  than  the  person  placing 
the  order  for  the  churcn.  Also, 
orders  placed  through  the  web 


sonal  identification  number 
(PIN)  to  ensure  security  for  his 
church's  account  and  did  not 
have  to  provide  billing  infor¬ 
mation  on-line. 

"I  just  stumbled  across  the 
board's  web  page  one  day," 
Richardson  recalled,  "and  on 
Monday  (Sept.  8)  I  learned  that 
beginning  the  next  day  the  web 
page  would  be  available  for  on¬ 
line  ordering.  The  board  is  a  big 
operation,  so  this  is  a  real 
added  convenience  to  be  able  to 
get  online  and  place  your  order. 

He  added,  *'if  vou  have  for- 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
South  Side  Church  of 
Russellville,  Ala.,  made  history 
Sept.  9  by  placing  the  first 
dated  literature  order  on  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's 
World  Wide  Web  site. 

Robbie  Richardson,  church 
treasurer  and  Sunday  School 
director  for  the  church  which 
averages  "just  under  100  per¬ 
sons  in  Sunday  School,"  placed 
the  order  using  an  electronic 
form  located  at  http:// 
www.bssb.com. 

Richardson  obtained  a  per- 


site  before  the  due  date  found 
on  the  "Summary  of  Orders" 
page  qualify  for  an  early-order 
discount. 

Churches  may  request  a  PIN 
on-line  or  bv  calling  (800)  575- 
7004  or  (615)  251-2064. 


Pastor  W.V.  May,  86,  dies 


6,  his  first  full-time  pastorate  at 
First  Church,  Mt.  Olive.  He  also 

Ipastored  in  Hollandale  (1949- 
1951),  Tylertown  (1951-1958), 
and  retired  from  First  Church, 
Louisville,  in  1975. 

His  service  to  Baptists 
included  29  years  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center  and 
nine  years  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  New  Orleans 
!V  Seminary.  In  1977  he  married 
y  Elise  Strange  of  Clinton.  Until 
pi  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
ht  active  in  First  Church, 
as  Madison,  and  ministered  at  St. 
in  Catherine's  Retirement  Village, 
ae  Survivors  include:  wife, 
of  Elise;  sons,  William  Vernon 
iy  Mav  Jr.,  Denton,  Texas,  and 
te  Simeon  May,  Richardson, 
?d  Texas;  sisters,  Lavelle  Mangum, 
Brandon,  and  Janie  Sue  May 
w  and  Jean  Mav,  both  of  Pearl; 
lis  brother  Shorty  May, 
n-  Mendenhall;  stepdaughters, 
vo  Deedy  Burkhead, 

he  Germantown,  Tenn.  and  Carol 
—  Durham,  Clinton;  and  five 
In  grandchildren  and  four  step 


Ron  Mumhower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  lackson 


whether  to  obey.  The  deaths  of 
Princess  Diana  and  two  others 
in  that  automobile  accident  are 
fraught  with  tragedy  because 
rules  were  broken.  The  driver 
chose  to  break  the  speed  limit. 
The  driver  chose  to  break  the 
rule  against  drinking  and  dri¬ 
ving.  Three  of  the  passengers 
chose  not  to  wear  seat  belts. 
Because  important  rules  were 
unnecessarily  broken,  several 
families  are  now  in  mourning 
for  their  loved  ones.  Rules 
often  protect  us  from  self- 
destruction.  God  authored  the 
rules  of  life,  but  it  is  obvious 
that  human  nature  cries  out  for 
such  rules.  When  we  ignore 
God's  rules  the  results  can  be 
devastating,  both  for  ourselves 
and  our  loved  ones. 


Who  made  the  rules  that  say  I 
can't  live  my  life  exactly  as  I 
want? 


Long  ago,  there  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  place  where  man  was 
allowed  dominion  —  a  place 
where  everything  was  at  his 
disposal  and  only  one  rule 
existed.  Man  found  even  that 
one  rule  difficult  to  follow 
when  the  sin  involved'  was  so 
desirable  (Gen.  3).  We  know 
that  Adam  and  Eve  blamed 
everything  except  themselves, 
but  God  held  them  accountable 
for  the  rule  they  so  willingly 
chose  to  violate.  The  point  is 
that  they  had  a  choice  on 
whether  to  obey.  We  may  have 
more  rules  today,  but  we  still 
must  make  the'  same  choice 


Corrections 


On  page  7  of  thp  Sept.  1 1 , 
1997  issue  the  headline  for  a 
partnership  missions  request 
incorrectly  located  the  Pagosa 
Heights  Church  of  Colorado  as 
being  in  Venezuela. 

Also/in  the  photo  on  page  4 
the  Mormon  Temple  was 
incorrectly  identified  as  the 
Tabernacle. 


Send  your  counseling  Questions  to  LifeAnsuvrs  c/o  The  Baptist  Rei 
ckson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remei 
s  uour  pastor  fan  make  recommendations  on  your  Counseling  need ■ 


The  Baptist  Record 


September  18, 1997 


NAMB  staffers  bathe  new  effort  in  prayer 


.LPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  awakening,  was  one  of  350 
d  has  worked  this  NAMB  agency  employees  who  spent 
•loyee  over.  He  said  to  me  Sept.  3-11  away  from  telephones, 
having  an  experience  with  meetings  and  the  normal  busi- 
is  not  enougn  for  what  he  ness  of  denominational  serv  ice, 
planned,"  Henry  Blackaby  The  retreat  avoided  standard' 
essed  following  three  days  messages  related  to  leadership 
f ...  and  team-building,  focusing 

m  1  /  I  1  instead  on  repentance,  prayer 

Um  L  J  l  /  1  and  worshiP- 

In  a  keynote  message,  Robert 


Reccord  compared  the  prophet 
Isaiah  with  Israel's  King  Uzziah 
and  rhetorically  asked  staff, 

"Are  you  a  person  God  uses  or 
a  person  who  uses  God?" 

"A  person  whom  God  uses  is 
focused  on  God,"  Reccord 
explained,  "...  and  strives  to 
know  him.  Is  the  work  of  the 
board  around  you  killing  the 
work  of  the  Lord  within  you? 

"Are  you  more  concerned 
about  the  pull  of  work  than 
God's  presence  in  your  life?" 

Reccord  asked. 

"We  must  be  tuned  in  to 
God's  voice.  We  must  have 
something  fresh  to  say  to  God's 
churches. 

"Nothing  scares  me  more 
than  knowing  that  with  the 
immense  talent  he  has  assem¬ 
bled  here,  we  might  leave  God 
out.  ...  But  he  says,  'I  am  not 
asking  you  to  do  anything  — 
just  spend  time  with  me  and  I 
will  do  it  through  you/" 

Reccord  said. 

NAMB  employees  were  so 
moved  by  Blackaby's  passion  for 
Canada  they  took  up  an  offering 
to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  120 
Southern  Baptist  churches  there. 

Summarizing  the  three-day 
retreat,  Reccord  told  staff,  "Part  American  Mission  Board  is  that  amount  of  time  on  our  knees  as 
of  the  future  of  the  North  we  will  spend  a  significant  we  have  done  this  week." 


PRAYER  PRIORITY 
NAMB  employees  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga.,  and  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  spent  three  days  in 
prayer  and  fasting.  September 
9-11,  employees  placed  their 
telephones  on  voice  mail,  held 
no  meetings  and  conducted  no 
business;  instead,  they  met  in 
corporate  worship  and  prayer 
with  frequent  breaks  for  per¬ 
sonal  devotion,  Bible  study  and 
reflection.  (BP  special  photo) 


of  prayer  and  fasting  at  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB). 

"I  believe  we  are  on  the  edge 
of  one  of  the  greatest  workings 
of  God,"  Blackaby  told  col¬ 
leagues  at  Southern  Baptists' 
new  domestic  mission  agency 
Sept.  11 

"Whenever  he  is  about  to  do 
a  mightv  work,  God  calls  his 
people  to  prepare  themselves 
and  stand  nefore  him.  That  is 
what  we  have  done  this  week, 
and  I  must  tell  you,  he  has  done 
a  number  on  my  heart." 

Blackaby,  NfAMB's  special 
assistant  for  prayer  and  spiritual 


REMEMBERED  IN  PRAYER  —  During  a  three  day  prayer  and  fast¬ 
ing  retreat  Sept.  9-11,  NAMB  employees  personally  prayed  for  every 
NAMB  missionary,  long-term  volunteer,  trustee,  and  SBC-endorsed 
chaplains.  More  than  8,000  personal  notes  of  encouragement  were 
mailed.  (BP  special  photo) 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


New  Orleans  Seminary  observes  80th  year 


EVERI  ASTINCi  LIFE 


God  intends 
V  for  all  his  children  to 
m  live  with  him  forever, 
but  the  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  blocked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


Adryiit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

God  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord,  and 
lyelieve  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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Matthew  10:27  NAS 


Family  Festival 
June  27,  1998 
Parkway  BC,  Clinton 


pur  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


9-1 1:30  a.m. 

Senior  Adult  Rally  with 
Gov.  Jimmy  Davis,  Louisiana 


Family  events  with 
pony  rides,  booths, 
John  Bewley  (magic), 
GENTS  (barbershop  quartet) 
clowns,  nursery  provided, 
fellowship,  much  more 


IK  CONCEF 

/  Bruce  Zdger,  conductor 


4o  p.m. 

Familv  Conferences 


7-9  p.m. 

Singl  es  Rally  with  Matt  Blagg 
Oklahoma 


Come  enjoy  an  evening  of  uplifting  music 
performed  by  some  of  tlie  finest  musicians 
in  the  state.  Encourage  everyone  in  your 
church  to  attend  becatfee  there  is  no  cost 
for  this  wonderful  concert; I 


Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jachson 

October  5, 1997  m 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Departmen 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800. 


26th  Annual 


October  17-1 8, 1997 

First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  Miss 


Courses  to  Choose  from: 

Accessorizing  Your  Media  Library 

Basic  Administration  Of  A  Church  Media  Library 

Building  A  Healthy  Collection! 

Choosing  And  Using  Subject  Headings 

Church  Media  Library  Ministry 

Collecting  and  Preserving  Church  Historical  Materials 

Creating  Call  Numbers 

Creating  Promotion  That  Communicates 

MLS  Lab 

Introduction  To  MSL:  What?  Why?  How? 

Organizing  And  Operating  A  CML  (Advanced) 

•Preparing  Audiovisual  Media  For  Circulation 

Preparing  Print  Media  For  Circulation 

Siomotion:  Developing  The  Annual  Theme 

%>motion  Planning  That  Works 

V&at  Librarians  Should  Know  About  Today's  Youth 

WAt  Today's  Youth  Need 

WinIumc  Witnessing  With  Media 

YouA  And  Salvation 


Conference  Leaders: 

Beth  Andrews,  president 

State  CML  Convention,  Forth  Worth,  Tex 


Pat  Brown,  consultant 

Church  Media  Program,  BSSB,  Nashville,  Tenn 


the  McComb,  Miss.  Ent&pfk&'foumdl  newspsper 
the  g 

Two  other  special  guests  wHI  be  Manat  EzeH,  director 
of  Christian  Schools  and  Media  Services  Department, 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
George  W&ams,  representative  from  Broadman- 
Holman  Publishing  Company. 


Sandra  Fitts,  special  worker 

Church  Media  Program,  BSSB,  Nashville,  Tenn 


Barbara  Freese,  lead  consultant 

Church  Media  Program,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Steve  Gateley,  technical  consultant 

Church  Media  Program,  BSSB,  Nashville,  Tenn 


Mark  Lott,  youth  consultant 

Sunday  School  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Jackson,  Miss. 


Registration  Deadline  is  October  7,  1997 


registration  ueadline  is  yc  i uutK /,  i  w  onn/7An  iaci 

For  Further  information  and  a  registration  form,  contact  the  Broadcast  Services  Department  at  96 8-3i/o  or  800/748- 165) 


Mississippi  College  •  Clinton 

D  E  R  29-30,  1997 


Yfovn&n's  Celebrajon 
Retreat 

October  10-11,  1997 
Camp  Lake  Stevens 
Oxford ,  Miss. 


Enjoy  an  overnight  retreat  from  Friday  night  till  Saturday  morning  to 
i raw  away  from  everyday  tasks  and  to  rest  in  the  Lord.  You  will  have 
a  great  time  of  fun,  friendship,  and  spiritual  renewal  with  other 
Christian  women  from  Mississippi. 

Program  Personalities 

Bible  Study  leader:  Paula  Smith,  missionary  to  Uruguay 
Musician:  Melissa  Bryant,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Theme  Interpretation:  Shelia  Stanford,  Clinton,  Miss. 

After  October  3, 1997: 

$35  (lodging,  3  meals) 
$28  (meals  only) 
$12  (no  meals  or  lodging) 


Lu  'J: 

1U 


Cost: 

$25  (includes  lodging,  3  meals) 
$19  (meals  only) 

$7  (no  meals  or  lodging) 


IN  CONCEPT  •  u,  •  74S  t- 


(<w  ce+X*vcX  lU  Dtf+CU+i+X, 

HECE  aX  1-200-W-1&1  ~  W-1800. 


All  fees  received  after  October  3  are  non-refundable  but  are  transferable. 


For  further  information  and  a  registration  form,  contact  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800  in  Jackson. 


Attention  Lads, 
Crusaders,  & 
Challengers 

A.  M 

jQ^  CoyH+t, 

tic  fry*  *X .  -  . 


Women’s  Enrichment  Ministries 
Awareness  Conference 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
October  24-25,  1997 


When:  Saturday,  October  15, 2-5  p.m. 

Where:  Mississippi  College 
Who:  All  boys  grades  1-12 
and  their  leaders 


Enjoy  an  overnight  retreat  of  spiritual  refreshment  as  you  learn 
about  ministering  to  women  in  your  church  and 
equipping  them  for  service.  Learn  about  new  ministries 
God  is  doing,  led  by  national  and  state  leaders  in 
Women ’s  Ministries. 


Missionary  speaker 
Music,  Testimonies 

Meet  the  football  players  and  cheerleaders 
Football  game: 

Mississippi  College  vs.  Austin  College 


Cost:  $17 

(includes  lunch,  program 
materials,  and  insurance) 


All  fees  received  after 
Oct.  3  are  non-refundable 
but  are  transferable. 


For  more  information  and  a  registration  form,  contact 
Edna  M.  Ellison,  WMU  at  800/748-1651  or  601/968-3800. 


Bring  your  cm  sack  ll 
Reobthation  Deadline 


Sponsored  bp  the  brotherhood  Department 
rtississippi  baptist  Convention  board 


Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wive 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Monday,  October  27,  1997 
1:00-4:30  p.m. 


•  Inspiration,  Fellowship,  Personal  Growth,  Information,  and 
Support  for  the  Minister’s  Wife! 

•  There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference. 

Child  care  will  be  available  for  preschoolers  on  a  limited  basis 


Program  Personnel 

Dolores  Taylor  Jane  Allison 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800  injackson. 


September  19-October  2,  1997 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


'/  he  ‘Tew'cr  of  ‘P ntycr 

^Members  of  ‘ ProVilcncc  ‘  (baptist  Church.  ‘Rnlciyh.  'NC.  pray  in  shifts  cVcry  f unlay  morning  from  $  a  m  till 
noon  ‘£ach  futility  they  /naif  for  specific  aspects  off  unlay  School,  morniny  Worship  attl  church  activities. 

'I hey  also  pray  about  the  sermon,  the  music  mil  the  people  who  sit  in  the  cony  rcyat  ion.  ‘Volunteers  commit  to 
pray  four  times  a  year  for  one  hour  luriny  one  of  the  three  morniny  Worship  services.  ‘The  6  a.m.  service  Was 
pretty  sparsely  attenlel  when  this  plan  Was  first  beyun  but  the  more  We  prayel  the  more  chairs  u'c  hal  to 
moVe  in.  James  anl  Carla  'Torrence.  Coorlinators  of  SMorniny  'Tile 


Pray  for  God's  purposes  to  be 
carried  out  through  the  moving 
of  His  Spirit  in  Colombia.  There 
is  spiritual  hunger,  commitment 
to  evangelization,  C  hristians  are 
seeking  deeper  and  deeper  dis- 
cipleship,  new  churches  are 
being  started.  Also  pray  that 
pastors  and  leaders  in  churches 
maintain  a  high  standard  in 
moral  and  ethical  values. 


Missionary  |immy  Joseph  in 
Grenada,  Windward  Islands, 
writes:  "Please  pray  for  one  of 
our  pastors  who  seems  to  be 
struggling  with  a  jx-riod  of  dry¬ 
ness  in  his  ministry  right  now. 
He's  a  super  person,  but  seems 
to  be  depressed  about  what  is 
going  on  in  his  life  and  mrn- 
istry." 


Pr.tv  for  the  Gra<  e  Baptist 
Church,  Guyana,  as  they  follow 
upon  more  than  fOO  t  lirldr-  r- 
who  attended  Vac  ation  Bible 
School.  The  Church  plans  to  go 
intc  »the  home  of  eac  h  child 
and  share  the  gospel 


Assoc  iat tonal  Pistipleship  Rally 
(Disc  ipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
Emphasis).  Continue  asking 
God  to  work  in  the  lives  of  Gao 
De  Zhan  the  <  ommunist  Party 
Sec  retaiy  m  Tianjin,  China,  and 
the  mayor  ,  Zhang  li  Chang 
Pray  that  these  two  influential 
men  wilU  ome  to  have  faith  in 
lesus  Christ 


Anti  GamblinuDav  Pray  that 
i  hurc  h  members  will  not 
patronize  gambling  c  asinos  at 
any  time*  (Christian  Ac  tion 
(  ommissjon  Emphasis). 

Pray  that  Japanese*  Christian  men 
will  lie  (  hristian  examples  tor 
their  friends  and  tellow  Workers. 


Ask  the*  Lord  to  intervene  in  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  Bruno  and  Chantal. 

Bruno  is  a  recent  graduate  of  the 
pastors'  training  sc  hool  in  Burkina 
Faso.  He  is  unable  to  father  a 
child  and  Chantal's  family  is 
threatening  to  take  her  away  from 
him  and  ghe  her  to  another  man  m 
marriage.  Pray  that  Bruno  and 
Chantal  w  ill  lie  strong  in  their  faith 
and  c  ommitment  to  their  marriage 


For  the  African  American  Bible 
Teaching  Workshop;  Baptist 
Building,  sponsored  by  the  Bible 
Study  Team.  For  the  College 
Student  Conference,  2f>th-2“th 
at  Morrison  Heights  BC,  Clinton 
sponsored  by  the  Student  Work 
Department. 


For  the  State  Prayer 
Coordinators'  Conferenc  e,  24th 
25th,  and  for  the  Church 
Intercessor!  Prayer  Conference, 
25th-27that  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  Nashville. 


Please*  pray  tor  the  wrtrk  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  file  of  "Saul" 
in  the  Middle  East.  Saul  is  «1 
Muslim  who  is  married  to  an 
American  Christian.  He  began 
to  pra<  !u  c*  Islam  in  a  strict  sense 
durini;  the  Gulf  (  risi*-  and  truly 
believes  Islam  is  the  only  way  to 
follow  Gud.  Pray  tor  the  Spirit 
to  reveal  Jesus  to  Saul 


The  smaUr  Delaware-sized, 
Muslim  nation  ofUrunei,  located 
on  flic*  lr<  »pu  al  island  of  Borneo, 
has  a  population  of  t(HMKM).  It 
is  an  absolute*  monarchy,  with  a 
c  (institution  that  guarantees  free¬ 
dom  of  religion.  However  in 
renent  years  ihe  government  has 
increasingly  restricted  Christian 
worship  and  witness.  Pray  for 
the  Lord  to  halt  this  trend. 


For  the  C  hurc  h  Related 
Vex  aliens  Banquet;  William 
Carey  College;  in  sored  by 
(  bun  h  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries.  Pray  for  students  who 
feel  Gexts  call  to  serve  Him 
whether  it  lie  the  ministry  mis¬ 
sions  or  religious  education. 


Ask  the  Lord  to  lx‘gm  to  o|x*n 
doors  anefto  call  out  personnel 
to  lx*  involved  in  effective  evan¬ 
gelistic  outreach  during  the 
Summer  Olympic  s  which  will  lx* 
in  Sydney,  Australia,  in  the  vear 
2000. 


C  >ctober  is  Cooperative  Program 
Month  (Stewardship  Emphasis), 
loin  Baptist  representatives  Dave* 
aixi  C’hanelle  Ac  ton  in  giving 
thanks  to  ihe  Lcxd  that  the  church 
building  their  congregation  is  try 
ing  to  huv  m  Germany  was  rc -esti¬ 
mated  in  value  by  the  citv  and  the 
price  was  lowered  by  approxi¬ 
mately  $  t  t(),000.  Prav  tn.it  they 
will  lx*  able  to  finalize  the  finan- 
cial  plans  in  the  near  future 


Prav  for  the  Promise  Keepers'  Matioo.il 
Stand  in  the  Gap  Prayer  Rally,  Oc  t 
4th,  on  iM^Lill  in  Washington.  [).( 
Since  n*ost  men  in  Mississippi  will  be 
unable  to  attend  the  national  prayer 
rally,  the  Brotherhood  Department 
suggests  that  <  X.U  4lh  be  designated  as 
a  day  ot  praver  and  that  we  condur  t 
our  own  Stand  in  the  Gap  prayer 
rallies  in  our  c  hur<  hes  Pray  that  these 
praver  rallies  wrtl  result  in  the*  rededi- 
<  at  ion  ot  many  lives.  \ 


Everything  You  Wanted  to  Know  about  Patterson  Place...but  were  afraid  to  ask! 


Where  is  Pat  ter  sum  Place ? 

Patterson  Place  is  still  on  the  drawing  hoard 


completed  aO  years  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  fune  1997. 


as  a  camp  w  hich  has  as  its  motto:  The  Mission  of 
Camp  Garaywa  is  Missions.  The  financial  process 
w  as  introduced  in  connection  w  ith  Vi  Ml1  Special 
Day  in  May  1997.  The  WMl'  director  in  each  church 
works  within  the  financial  structure  of  her  church  to 
involve  folks  in  giving. 


•  Where  trill  Patterson  PUice  be  when  it  conies  off  the 
drawing  board ? 

Patterson  Place  will  l>e  located  at  Camp 
( iaravwa.  Clinton. 


How  big  will  Patterson  Place  be? 

Two  stories  tall.  30  spacious  rooms,  meeting  space 
for  100  people,  food  sen  ice  area,  screened  second 
floor  porch  with  rocking  chairs,  balconies,  ample 
parking,  handicapped  accessible  rtxmts,  beautiful 
wooded  surroundings 


How  does  it  work? 

Several  ways.  First,  a  person,  group,  or  a  church 
may  decide  to  give  a  large  one-time  gift.  Second, 
the  gift  may  be  pledged  and  paid  in  one-,  two,  or 
three  years  Third,  gifts  of  any  size  may  be  made  a 
any  time.  Fourth,  much  prayer  is  being  offered  for 
some  large,  large,  large  gifts  to  lx-  made. 


What  kind  of  place  trill  Patterson  Place  he? 

Patterson  Place  w  ill  be  a  self-contained  lodge- 
type  conference  center  to  be  vised  only  by 
adults, 


Who  wilt  he  allowed  to  use  it? 

Baptist  adult  groups  will  have  first  claim.  These 
may  lx-  W  Ml  groups,  men  s  groups,  church  staff 
groups  for  planning  retreats,  choir  retreats,  deacon- 
wives  retreats,  assoeiation.il  groups.  Baptist  Building 
groups,  any  Baptist  group  needing  a  place  for  a 
spiritually-oriented  gathering  Groups  outside  the 
Baptist  denomination  w  ill  lx-  able  to  use  it  in 
accordance  with  policy  of  Mississippi  WMU,  w  hich 
operates  within  the  policy  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 


Why  will  it  he  used  tally  by  adults? 

Because  Camp  Garaywa  already  has 
facilities  built  for  youth  and  children 


Are  there  any  materials  available? 

les.  there  is  a  lovely  color  Hand  in  Hand  Garaywa 
Expands,  honoring  our  heritage.  lengthening  our 
legacy'  brochure,  anil  there  is  a  video. 


•  Why  is  a  center  for  adults  needed  at  a  youth  and 
children  s  camp? 

Because,  since  Garaywa's  very  first  vear.  |9si7-, 
adults  have  Itcen  meeting  there, 


Where  do  /  get  them? 

From  the  state  WMl  office.  Box  330,  Jackson.  MS 
39203;  or  call  the  WMl'  office  using  the  Baptist 
Building  s  toll  free  number,  i-KOO-MH-1651. 


•  So.  why.  fifty  years  later ;  did  someone  decide  it 
should  he  built  now? 

For  a  long  time  the  need  has  lx-en  felt;  for  a  long 
time  it  has  !x*en  a  dream  of  WMl  leaders  to 
provide  Mich  an  adult  setting;  it  seemed  to  state 
WMl  leadership  that  beginning  the  process  would 
be  tt  fine  way  to  celebrate  this  30th  anniversary  vear 
of  Gamp  Garaywa 


What  will  Palter  son  Place  cost? 

Approximately  one  and  a  half  million  dollars 
furnished 


•  tt  hen  will  Patterson  Place  come  off  the  drawing 
hoard  and  into  the  ground  at  Garaywa? 

Hopefully,  within  the  ne-xt  few  months.  W  e  need  to 
receive  $1.1  million  before  breaking  ground.  So  far. 
$3_Q.<KK)  has  come  in;  another  £100,000  is  pledged. 
When  we  can  project  that  another  $330,000  will  have 
some  in.  we  can  plan  tlx-  day  to  break  ground.  Platv' 
are  in  place  to  Ivorrow  the  final  $~t00.000.  if  the  enr 
$1.3  million  ikx*s  not  come  in  during  the  year- 1  or 
building  process.  / 

/of 

•  tt  here  does  Patterson  Place  fit  into  the  sa 

things?  /tptist 

It  will  enhance  the  purpose  of  the  Missiyrissjon 
Convention  Board  in  fulfilling  the  Grealf 
and  our  Mississippi  goal  of  Helping  t </ 

Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus.  / 


How  will  it  he  paid  for? 

Because  so  many  folks  in  Mississippi  Baptist  life 
have  lx-en  touched  by  experiences  at  Garaywa. 
support  has  always  come  front  Mississippi  Baptists 
to  meet  any  need  at  Garaywa. 


•  Where  in  the  world  did  Ihe  name  Camp  Garaywa 
come  from? 

It  is  a  composite  of  the  names  ol  the  WMl  missions 
education  organizations  in  lo  t"  t  i  \.  RA.  YW  A 


•  Is  there  some  plan  in  place  through  which 
Mississippi  Baplisls  are  giving  to  finance  Patterson 
Place? 

"Hand  in  Hand  Garayw  a  Fxpands.  honoring  our 
heritage,  lengthening  our  legacy.  "  is  a  plan  designed 
by  folks  in  the  Stew  ardship  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  phrase, 
honoring  our  heritage,  lengthening  our  legacy" 
explains  the  permanency  of  our  plans  for  Garaywa 


•  Where  in  the  world  did  llw  name  Patterson  Place 
come  from? 

The  Executive  Board  of  Mississippi  WMl  chose  ii  in 
honor  of  Marjean  Patterson,  present  executive 
diavtor-treasurer  of  Mississippi  W  Ml  Marjean 


Revival  Dates 


KOREA  RUMORS  UNTRUE  the  resources  provided  through 

the  LMCO. 

Editor:  Jerry  Rankin,  president 

In  the  Sept.  4  edition  of  The  International  Mission  Board 

Baptist  Record,  a  letter  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Covention 

editor  expressed  outrage  that  Richmond,  Va. 
facilities  in  the  office  building 
of  the  Korean  Baptist  Mission, 

purchased  with  funds  from  the  MAINTAIN  COMPASSION 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  (LMCO),  were  being  Editor: 

used  by  Jerry  Falwell's  min-  I  realize  that  prayer  is  the 
istry.  This  is  not  true,  and  it  is  vehicle  that  carries  us  to  the 
unfortunate  that  The  Baptist  throne  of  God,  but  I  also  believe 
Record  would  publish  such  an  that  it  is  compassion  that  pro- 
obvious  attempt  by  the  pels  that  vehicle. 

Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  Compassion  can  heal  human 
(CBF)  to  undercut  the  credibili-  emotions  if  we  only  allow  it. 
ty  of  the  Southern  Baptist  It  can  change  and  transform 
Convention  (SBC)  leadership,  the  entire  world.  Compassion  is 
the  International  Mission  Board  heart  work  compelling  one  to 
(IMB),  and  the  LMCO  among  reach  out  to  help  those  in  need. 

Mississippi  Baptists  without  Without  compassion  there  is 
the  writer  or  tne  editor  con-  no  remission  or  sin.  Salvation 

firming  such  rumors.  itself  is  a  compassionate  event  LINE  IN  THE  SAND 

The  first  three  floors  of  the  because  repentance  itself  comes 
building  in  Seoul,  Korea,  have  from  a  compassionate  heart, 
been  used  in  the  past  by  the  It  is  emptying  oneself  of 
Korean  Baptist  Convention  and  pride  and  allowing  his  Spirit 
affiliated  boards  and  ministries,  control.  It  is  easy  to  love  the 
Since  these  Baptist  entities  have  lovely  but  it's  sometime  easy  to 
now  acquired  their  own  offices,  neglect  the  unlovely, 
the  Korea  Mission  of  the  IMB  A  church  cannot  minister 
has  leased  these  facilities  at  within  without  compassion, 
market  value  to  the  Seoul  Compassion  is  the  key  word  to 
International  Christian  School  draw  others  to  one. 
which  serves  our  missionary  Compassion  is  love  expressed.  I  do  not  know  if  this  is  true.  If 
families  and  others  in  the  expa-  It  can  comfort  a  troubled  heart  it  is  there  should  be  public  dis- 
triate  community.  and  heal  a  broken  spirit.  closure  of  when  this  practice 

Neither  the  school  nor  the  Compassion  is  the  "God"  began  and  who  decided  to  do  it. 
Korean  Baptist  Mission  have  within  us.  Without  compassion  Further,  if  prospective  mis- 
any  relationship  with  Jerry  we  are  dead  spiritually.  A  pas-  sionaries  are  denied  positions 
Falwell  and  nis  ministry,  tor  cannot  minister  to  his  peo-  because  they  do  not  ascribe  to 


pie  without  showing  compas-  "inerrancy"  theory  or  support 
sion.  Neither  his  people,  the  CBF,  then  I  feel  compelled 
Compassion  will  draw  otners  to  draw  a  line  in  the  sand  and 
to  you  like  a  magnet.  distance  myself  publicly  from 

Matthew  25:35-36.  "For  I  the  Southern  baptist 
was  hungry  and  you  fed  me,  I  Convention  (SBC), 
was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  This  is  not  something  I  enjoy 
drink.  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  or  do  thoughtlessly  because  I 
took  me  in."  Naked  and  Ye  have  been  Southern  Baptist  all 
clothed  me.  I  was  sick  and  ye  my  life. 

visited  me.  I  was  in  prison  and  Yet,  I  cannot  in  good  con- 
ye  came  unto  me."  science  before  God  continue  to 

Lets  keep  "compassion"  as  align  myself  with  a  denomina- 
the  hallmark  of  our  ministry.  tion  that  operates  the  way  the 
When  we  dress  for  the  day,  SBC  has  recently, 
may  we  ask,  "Have  I  put  on  I  have  wrestled  with  ques- 
compassion?"  Col.  3:12.  tions  such  as  "inerrancy"  and 

Remember  the  Good  "women  in  ministry"  and  con- 
Samaritan?  "He  had  compas-  elude  that  God-feaVing,  Christ 
sion  on  him."  centered  people  simply  dis- 

Tom  Walden  agree  on  tnese  issues  as  litmus 

Jackson  tests. 

I  will  continue  to  support  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
because  I  believe  it  is  commit¬ 
ted  first  and  foremost  to  win- 
Editor:  ning  the  world  for  Christ. 

I  read  that  the  International  I  pray  that  this  priority  does 
Mission  Board,  formerly  the  not  change,  but  if  it  does  then 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  asks  so  will  I.  To  borrow  the  words 
potential  missionaries:  of  Luther,  "Here  I  stand.  I  can 

1.  Do  you  believe  in  the  do  no  other." 

"inerrancy"  of  the  Bible?  Finally,  as  John  R.  W.  Stott 

2.  Do  you  support  the  wrote  long  ago:  "Christ  is  the 

Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  key  to  the  scriptures.  It  is  he 
(CBF)?  who  sets  his  seal  on  them,  and 

it  is  to  him  that  they  bear  their 
witness.  Let  Christ  convince  us 
of  the  truth  of  the  Bible;  and  let 
the  Bible  reveal  to  us  the  glory 
of  Christ." 

David  C.  Meadows 
Waco,  Texas 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  ( Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


grateful  that  the  IMB  and  mis¬ 
sion  entities  around  the  world 
practice  good  stewardship  of 


Parkway,  Houston:  Sept.  21- 
24;  services,  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Jack  Gregory,  evangelist; 
Michael  Waldrop,  music; 
Sandra  Naron,  pianist;  Shirley 
Thomas,  organist;  Thomas 
Tutor,  interim  pastor. 

East  Louisville,  Louisville: 

Sept.  21-26;  Tracy’  Hipps,  evan- 

gelist;  Jerome  Key,  music; 
•avid  Jay,  pastor. 

First,  McLaurin  (Lebanon): 

Sept.  21-25;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 


7  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Paul  W.  Young,  Richburg 
Greg  Clemts,  Belzoni,  evange-  Church  (Lamar),  music;  Ladell 
list;  Stephen  Stringer,  William  Blanton,  pastor. 

Carey  College,  music;  Carlis  A. 

Braswell,  pastor.  Richmond,  Tupelo:  Sept.  28- 

Oct  1;  7  p.m.  nightly;  David 
First  Church,  Yazoo  City:  Westmoreland,  Blue  Springs, 
Sept.  21-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  evangelist;  Reggie  Bridges, 
6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Blue  Springs,  music;  Sean  K. 
Clarence  Cooper,  Grenada,  Tutor  Sr.,  pastor, 
evangelist;  Kerrv  Jenkins, 

Linden,  Ala.,  music;  R.  David  Willow  Grove,  Collins:  Sept. 
Raddin,  pastor.  21-26;  7  p.m.  nightly;  evange¬ 

lists  are  Bruce  Jolly,  Balton 
Foxworth,  Foxworth:  Sept.  Douglas,  Gene  Erwin,  Danny 
21-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  Berry',  Tommy  Anderson,  and 
dish  lunch,  and  7  p.m.;  Kenny  Jimmy  Hood;  Hubert  Greer, 
Peavey,  Columbia,  evangelist;  music;  Billy  Purser,  pastor. 


Your  Headquarters  for 

Walking  Shoes 

Best 

w  Selection 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notic  e 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Jackson 

982-8403 

Foot  Care  Products 

500-0  E.  Woodrow  Wilson 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


y  Check  n 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 

Buy! 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  15  Passenger, 

Gas  or  Diesel 
NO  CDL  Required 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


_  SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 

#7  in  Van  &  Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Buses  Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


It  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
tNew  and  Used) 


ALL  —  SW  SaleA  —  TODAY 


4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 
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Staff  Changes 


was  licensed  to  the  ministry  at 
New  Providence  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  in  August.  He  has 
three  sons  in  college  that  are 
also  licensed.  Bland  is  avail¬ 
able  for  supply  and  interim 
He  may  be  contacted  at  (601 
277-3205. 


Register  pis.  Wt?  '  ‘ 
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for  the  |  A  “'  I 

Sept  e  m  h  e  r  | 

lessons  tor^B^B  |fe| 

the  Baptist 

Sunday  School  Register 

Board's  Life 

and  Work  curriculum  called 
Ventures. 


].  Felda  Jones  Jr.  wa: 

ordained  as  a  deacon  by  Firs 
Church,  Morton,  on  Aug.  24 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University  and  University 
Medical  Center  School  of 
Rubin  Bland  of  Hazlehurst  Dentistry.  Alvin  Doyle  is  pastor. 


Walnut  Grove  Church 
to  recognize  150  years 


Walnut  Grove  Church,  fellowship  and  services  on 
Walnut  Grove,  will  recognize  Sept.  20-21.  The  celebration  will 
150  years  of  ministry  with  a  begin  on  Saturday  at  6  p.m. 
special  celebration  weekend  of  with  a  meal  in  fellowship  nail. 

A  service  of  remembrance, 
thanksgiving,  testimony,  and 
worship  will  be  held  at  7  p.m. 
in  the  sanctuary. 

The  celebration  on  Sunday 
will  begin  with  Sunday  School 
at  9  a.m.,  worship  services  at  10 
a.m.,  and  dinner  on  the  grounds 
following  the  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship  service.  On  program  will 
be  Leon  Young,  a  recounting  of 
the  history  and  impact  of  the 
church  upon  the  community;  a 
discussion  of  the  future  vision 
of  the  church  by  John  Pace,  pas¬ 
tor;  and  the  celebration  sermon 
by  James  Fortinberry,  former 
pastor  from  1958-1962,  current¬ 
ly  pastor  of  Eastside  Church  in 
Orlando,  Fla. 


Calvary  Church,  Gloster,  licensed  Tommy  Carraway  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  Carraway  is  available  for  revivals  ana  supply  preaching  and 
may  be  contacted  at  (601)  225-4270  in  Gloster.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Errol  Faust,  pastor;  Carraway,  and  his  mother  Janice  Carraway. 


Hockey  Point,  Carthage: 

Sept.  28;  10:45  a.m.;  covered 
dish  at  noon;  1  p.m.  singing, 
Born  Again,  guest  singers; 
Robert  Parish,  Hammond,  La., 
guest  speaker;  Lita  Moore, 
music  director;  William 
Wright,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Waveland,  has 

c  a  1  1  e  d _ 

Talmadge^^^^M 

Ravborn  us  «  *  •  f  t> 

pastor.  Igrv  3 

Ravborn  pro- Hj|!  . 

\ious|\  pas- 

toll'd  sr\  oral  I  "  1  of  *,  i 

i  hiiii  hos  in 
Gulf 

t  oast  area.  Sstm 

He  is  a  resi- 

dent  of  Rayborn 

Waveland. 


Glading,  Magnolia:  Oct. 
12;  services,  10  a.m.;  covered 
dish,  noon;  1:15  p.m.  singing; 
Charles  Kirkfield,  pastor, 
speaker;  New  Grace, 


Liberty  Hill  Church,  Pope, 
has  called  Ronnie  Bennett  of 

Oxford,  as  vouth  minister  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  13. 


First  Church,  Summit,  has 
called  Jerry  L. 

Smith  as  pas-  r™ 
tor  effective  | 

Aug.  18.  Smith  n 
'previously  H 
served  at  First  |™ 
Church,! 

Rayne,  La.  A  d 
native  of  jJ 
Canton,  Smith  ■! 
received  his  ^ 
education  at 
Mississippi 
State  University 
Orleans  Seminary. 


First,  Winona:  Oct.  5; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.,  Kermit 

McGregor,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker;  noon  meal;  1 
Jerry  Mixon, 
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Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefit  package  available.  Qualifications  must  include 
tour-vear  college  degree  or  comparable  business  experience,  outstanding 
leadership,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  the  future,  and  an  active  role  in 
Southern  Baptist  church 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept. 

Manager  Training  Search 
127  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165 
or  fax  to  (615)  251-3622 


p.m.  program 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker 
John  L.  Walker,  pastor. 


yNew  Home  Church,  Bay 
Springs,  nas  called  Billy  Ray 
Smith  as  pastor  effective  Aug. 
31.  Smith  received  his  educa- 
Smith  ti°n  at  Clarke  College,  William 
Carey  College,  Mississippi 
New  State  University,  and 
University  of  Southern 


Baptist  S6ok  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 


New  Providence  (Leake): 

'Sept.  21,  registration,  9  a.m.; 
services,  10  a.m.;  noon  meal; 
and  program  in  afternoon;  Bob 
Gross,.  Dothan,  Ala.,  guest 
speaker;  Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 


owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


BRANSON,  MO  CONDO 
FOR  RENT 

3BR,  3  bath  CONDO.  Rent  thru  owner  and 
save.  Ideal  for  family  or  couples.  Golf, 
swimming  and  fishing  on  location.  39  Music 
shows.  Silver  Dollar  City  and  Bass  Pro 
Shop  nearby.  2  King.  1  Queen  bed, 
Queen  sleeper  sofa,  recliners.  AC.  4  TVs, 
VCR.  towels  and  linens  furnished,  washer, 
dryer  &  fully  equipped  kitchen.  For  infor- 
mation  cad  Henry  Riser  (601)  857-5906. 


ACCEPTING  RESUMES  -  for  full  time  SAXOPHONE  LESSONS:  Beginners,  NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON,  MO. 

music/education  minister.  Send  to  First  Intermediates.  $8  per  half  hour;  $12  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar  City, 
Baptist  Church,  501  N.  Main,  Fordyce,  per  hour  Metro  (ackson  Area.  Call  2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th 
AR  71 742.  (601 )  924-2096  for  information.  free:  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  continen- 

WANTED:  Part-time  Youth  Director  Send  CHOIR  ROBES  X  accessories,  tal  breakfast.  $95  daily.  (SPECIAL  OFFER) 
resumes  tiT:  Trinitv  Baptist  Church,  595  pulpit/judirial  robes,  paraments.  MUR-  Golden  Anniversaries-4  nights  at  $95,  2 
Center  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  MS  39350.  PHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes,  Charles  tree  nights  plus  gift.  Cither  specials 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES:  Full-time  con-  McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer,  available.  (601 )  746-4632. 
servative  Youth, Children's  Minister.  Send  Statewide  t -800-898-MACS.  FOR  SALE:  Used  Church  Pews.  Oak, 

to:  PO  Box  >>.  Waldron,  \R  72958.  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  light  stain,  upholstered  seat  in  light 
IS  YOUR  CONGREGATION  small  and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  dav  gold,  Good  Condition.  44  pews  at  12 
having  a  struggle  tilling  the  pulpit?  No  limited  free  miles/7  to  1  5-seat,  foot  6  inches,  6  [lews  -  9  foot.  4  pews 
church  is  too  small  for  our  Master's  Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  -  8  foot,  2  pews  -  30  inches, 
undivided  attention!  Al  Blackmon  is  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  pulpit/communion  table,  2  flower 
available  for  pulpit  supply  or  interim.  (601 1  948-3391.  Since  19E>5.  stands.  Call  Mackey  Wade  (f»01 )  862- 

Needs  within  two  hours  of  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  X  used.  Baptistries,  9340  days  or  (601 )  862-9216  nights. 
Hattiesburg.  i(>()l)  544-7126  steeples,  X  stained  glass,  MS  X  ALA.  1988  FORD  26  PASSENER  BUS.  Less 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  1-800-830-0583.  than  50,000  miles.  $16,500. 

Other  functions!  Currx  (  reek  Outdoors.  CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  BUSES!  Immanuel  Baptist  Church  in 
(601)  722-9000.  Blue  Bird.  Turtle  Top,  World  Trans/new  Hattiesburg.  (E>01)  264-2427. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  and  clean  pre-owned  models  avail-  QUIET  COUNTRY  COTTAGE  ACCO- 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair  able!  We  consider  all  trades.  Call  MODATIONS!  Bruce,  MS  -  Christian 
MURPHY  ROBE  SALES.  Call  i(>01i  483-  Harry  Flosey  at  Transportation  South.  Pilgrims  Welcome!  Call  (>01-983-2306 
/9S8  Or  1 -8(10- ((>8*2705.  Inc.  800-367-9463.  after  7  pm  for  info. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1  -800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


September  18, 1997 


Euclatubba  Church,  Saltillo,  held  ground  breaking  ceremonies 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  sanctuary  on  homecoming  day,  Aug. 


JUST  FOR  THE  RECORD 


A  group  of  gospel  singers  including  W.  C.  Taylor  jr.  and  his  wife  24.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Wayne  Dixon,  Prentiss  Turner,  lerry 
Annelle,  members  of  Hardy  Church,- Grenada,  recently  traveled  to  lon,f.s'  Scott  Witcher,  John  Hearn  pastor,  Glenn 

Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada,  to  be  involved  with  Community  Williams,  George  Parker,  Ron  Homan,  Danny  Bailey,  and  Eugene 

Baptist  Church  of  Charlotte  Town  in  concerts  and  the  Gold  Cup  Spearman. _ _ 

Parade.  Singers  (pictured  from  left)  are  Jim  Wilkerson,  Henderson, 

Tenn.;  Taylor;  Becky  Collins,  Dickson,  Tenn.;  and  Jimmy  R.  of  the  new' congregation.  James  physically.  The  cost  is  $20  per 
Williams,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Bryant,  director  of  missions,  person.  To  register  by  Oct.  24  or 

- - — -  Webster  Association,  and  James  for  more  information,  call  Gail 


Baptist 

College 

News 

Mississippi  College 

Department  of  Music  will  host 
a  guest  performance  featuring 
William  Fulton  and  Janet 


September  18, 1997 
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Baker-Carr  on  Sept.  18  at  8:15 
p.m.  Fulton  and  Baker-Carr 
will  present  "The  Letters  .of 
Johannes  Brahms  and  Clara 
Schumann."  Fulton,  a  native 
Mississippian,  is  director  of 
Public  Radio  in  Mississippi 
(PRM).  Baker-Carr,  music 
director  of  PRM,  is  from 
England. 


Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting. 

folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 


results 


Revival 


Blythe  Creek  (Choctaw): 

Aug.  24-27;  seven  professions 
of  faith;  18  rededications;  Ben 
Yarber,  Mathiston,  evangelist; 
Deanna  Pearson,  Chester, 
music;  Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 


Flowood  Church,  Flowood, 

will  sponsor  its  Fall  Festival, 
Sept.  27, 9  a.m.-4  p.m.  Activities 
will  include  old  country  store, 
face  painting,  games,  and  food. 

North  Mississippi  Single 
Adult  Retreat,  sponsored  by 
North  Delta  Association  and 
Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale, 
will  be  held  on  Oct.  17-19  at 
John  Kyle  State  Park,  Sardis. 
Scheduled  on  program  are 
Wayne  Pinkerton,  minister  of 
singles.  First  Church, 
Greenville,  conference  speaker; 
and  Mary  Jenkins,  family  min¬ 
istries  coordinator,  Oakhurst 
Church,  music  and  activities 


^Z^AKEWOOD 

MEMORIAL  PARKS 
&  FUNERAL  HOME 

Funeral  Homes  •  Cemeteries 
Mausoleums  •  Chapel 
ALL  IN  ONE  LOCATION 

6000  Clinton  Boulevard 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39209 

922-2123 


leader.  Cost  of  $45  includes 
meals,  lodging,  activities,  and 
snacks.  For  more  information, 
call  Becky  after  4  p.m.  at  (601) 
627-2818.' 

G.  L.  Ford  Day  will  be  held 
on  Sept.  28  at  Bissell  Church, 
Tupelo.  Activities  include  a 
special  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  honoring  Ford  follow'ed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds.  Jim 
Vamon  is  pastor. 

Webster  Association  has  its 

first  new'  chufch  in  almost  42 
vears  at  Bellefontaine.  Faith 
Church  held  its  Constitution 
Service,  Aug.  17,  at  the  Dorroh 
Lake  Baptist  Assembly  Chapel 
where  tne  members  are  now- 
meeting.  Twenty-three  believ¬ 
ers  signed  the  church  clerk's 
page  for  chronological  list  of 
new  members  requesting  to  be 
the  first  of  the  charter  members 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van  with 
an  aisle  raised  roof  & 

plprtrir  Qtpn 

Ca«  Tn-State  Van  &  Bus  Today'  1  -800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


The  10  Commandments  of  Sunday  School  Growth 

(This  is  part  6  of  this  series  of  grow  th  laws.) 

Law  #9  —  Make  the  Tough  Decisions.  The  one  question  I  am  asked  more 
than  any  other  is,  “How  do  I  deal  with  an  ineffective  teacher/  There  is  a  part  of 
me  that  wants  to  say  that  you  can't  expect  too  much,  because  after  all  they  are 
volunteers.  Another  part  of  me  says  that  it  is  dangerous  to  make  people  angry. 
This  approach  would  have  the  potential  of  causing  problems  in  the  church. 

These  two  feelings  are  responsible  for  the  lack  of  growth  in  our  churches 
and  the  problems  that  Pastors  face  It  is  true  that  our  Sunday  School  workers 
are  volunteers  However,  not  being  paid  to  do  a  job  should  not  mean  a  per¬ 
son  does  their  job  incorrectly.  I  have  found  that  lowering  our  standards  and 
expectations  sends  a  message  to  our  workers  that  their  job  really  isn't  impor¬ 
tant.  Why  should  they  give  their  best  to  a  task  that  isn’t  important  anyway? 

The  issue  of  not  wanting  to  hurt  someone’s  feeling©  or  cause  problems 
in  the  church  can  be  overcome  if  you  do  two  things.  First,  when  you  recruit 
a  new  teacher  tell  them  up  front  what  is  expected.  Answer  all  their  questions 
and  give  them  the  best  possible  training  on  how  to  do 
their  job.  Never  just  hand  them  a  book  and  put  them  in 
a  class.  How  can  we  expect  them  to  do  their  job  cor¬ 
rectly  if  we  don’t  teach  them  how?  Second,  keep  your 
word!  Never  say  things  you  don’t  intend  to  enforce  and 
don’t  let  them  get  their  bluff  in  on  you.  We  use  a 
teacher’s  contract  in  our  church  and  ask  each  teacher  to 
sign  it.  This  way  if  we  have  to  replace  a  teacher,  they  will 
know  exactly  why.  If  done  in  love,  it  will  not  be  the  crisis 
you  are  afraid  it  will  be. 

Love  your  church  enough  to  make  the  tough  deci-  t>  jjm  Butler,  Pastor 
sions.  Love  your  Lord  enough  to  be  loving  and  yet  Trinity  Baptist  Church 
firm.  You  must  be  willing  to  make  tough  decisions.  Southaven,  Mississippi 


Justice,  retired  pastor,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  service. 

The  Sam  Stalling's  RA 
Chapter  of  Crenshaw  Church, 
Panola  Association,  recently 
designed  and  built  RA  trophy 
racks.  Over  the  summer,  the 
RAs  and  GAs  also  had  a  can 
drive  which  earned  $121  and 

aualified  them  for  nine 
Opportunity  Now  patches. 
Paul  Lambach  is  pastor. 

Beulah  Church,  Newton 
County,  will  have  an 
Experiencing  God  Weekend, 
Sept.  19-21.  Supper  will  be 
served  in  fellowship  hall  at  5:45 
p.m.  and  a  group  session  fol¬ 
lowing  at  6:30  p.m.  Activities 
will  be  held  Saturday  and 
Sunday  morning  at  regular 
Sunday  School  and  worship 
service  times.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Byron  Howell,  pas¬ 
tor,  at  (601)  635-2515  or  635- 
2505. 

First  Church,  Okolona,  will 
host  a  workshop  for  First  Place 
on  Nov.  8,  8:30  a. m. -2:15  p.m. 
First  Place,  a  13-week  sessions 
in  a  support  group  setting,  is  a 
total  health  program  helping 
achieve  balance  spiritually, 
mentally,  emotionally,  and 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 

•  ROOFING  SAVE  NOW 

•  ROOM  ADDITION  n/S.  J* 

•  BATH-DEN  Jf  .. VCH 

•KITCHEN  senior  I  |  OU 

•  CARPORT  citizens' - 1  pTmT 

DISCOUNT  WAC 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Jaggers  at  (601)  447-2860. 

Crusade  for  Christ  will  be 
held  at  Handsboro  Church, 
Gulfport,  on  Sept.  21-24.  Larrv 
Taylor,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  will 
be  preaching.  Gerald  and 
Cindy  Simmons  will  be  leading 
in  praise  music.  The  times  are 
10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  on 
Sunday,  and  7  p.m.  Mon. -Wed. 
Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
896-3796. 

Beginning  Again. ..Life 
After  Divorce  and  Death,  a 

recovery  workshop,  will  be 
hosted  by  First  Church, 
Jackson,  for  seven  consecutive 
Thursday  evenings,  Oct.  2-Nov. 
13.  Additionally,  for  children 
who  have  experienced  the 
divorce  of  parents,  there  will  be 
KidShare,  a  support  group  for 
children  in  grades  3-6,  and 
Healing  the  Wounds,  a  support 
group  tor  teenagers.  The  regis¬ 
tration  fee  is  $20  which 
includes  materials.  Advance 
registration  and  additional 
information  is  available  by  call¬ 
ing  the  Single  Adult  Ministry  at 
(601)  949-1906. 

Sallis  Church,  Sallis,  will 
celebrate  dedication  of  its  new 
church  (the  old  church  building 
was  completely  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Nov.  4,  1995)  and  home¬ 
coming  dav.  Sept  21.  Activities 
will  include  worship  service  at 
10:30  a.m.,  covered  dish  lunch 
at  noon;  1:30  p.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice  with  music,  message,  his¬ 
tory,  recognition,  testimonies, 
and  memorials.  Thomas  Wicker 
is  pastor. 


Tour  host 
Tom  Larrimore 

1 1 56  Winnrose  St. 
Jackson,  MS  39211 

601-956-1891 


HOLYLAND  -  10  Days 

including  Jordan  -  Petra  -  Masada 
November  11,  1997 

•  Bible  Studies  on  location 

•  Worship  services  in  churches  in 

Bethlehem  and  Nazareth 

•  Communion  at  The  Garden  Tomb 

•  Baptism  in  the  River  Jordan 

•  Music  by  THE  MUSIC  Men 

(Bill  Clark  -  W.W.  Holifield  -  Tom  Larrimore) 
^  “A  Trip  you  will  never  forget ” 


Family  Bible  Series 

What  matters  most? 

Haggai 


Wayne  VanHorn 


The  prophet  Haggai's  entire 
ministry  lasted  a  matter  of 
months  in  the  year  520  B.C., 
Cyrus  the  Great  had  released 
God's  people  and  had  commis¬ 
sioned  them  to  rebuild  the 
Temple  in  538  B.C.  The  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid  in  536  B.C.,  but  no 
further  work  was  done.  The  cen¬ 
tral  purpose  of  Haggai's  mes¬ 
sage  was  to  challenge  the  peo¬ 
ple's  priorities.  Thepeople could 
demonstrate  that  God  was  first 
in  their  lives  bv  rebuilding  the 
Temple  that  had  been  destroyed 
sixty-six  years  earlier  in  586  B.C. 
by  Nebuchadnezzar  the 
Babylonian  king. 


The  Right  Time 
(1:2-4).  The  best  time  to 
do  God's  will  is  right  VanHorn 
now.  The  people  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  God  had  no 
returned  them  to  their  home  ho 
land  and  had  sought  to  restore  (1: 
their  status  as  his  people.  An  Gc 
important  aspect  of  being  God's  thi 
people  was  the  presence  of  God 
in  tneir  midst,  symbolized  most  Th 
notably  by  the  erection  of  the  pit 
Temple.  When  Haggai  began  to  Lit 
preach,  the  people  had  been  he 
back  in  the  land  for  eighteen  we 
years.  Having  laid  the  founda-  cat 
tion  of  the  Temple,  they  turned  tht 
their  attention  to  personal  mat-  all 
ters  like  building  and  beautify-  "s< 
ing  their  own  homes.  The  con-  tie 


trast  between  the  peo¬ 
ple's  paneled  houses  and 
God's  house  lying  in 
ruins  (Haggai  1:4)  sub¬ 
stantiates  tne  fact  that  the 
people's  priorities  were 
misaligned.  No  doubt 
many  calls  had  been 
given  for  the  people  to 
rebuild,  but  tne  people 
shirked  their  responsibil¬ 
ity  saving,  "The  time  has 
not  come,  even  the  time  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord  to  be  rebuilt" 
(1:2).  Their  insolence  prompted 
God  to  challenge  their  priorities 
through  Haggai  (1:3). 

The  Right  Focus  (1:5-6,  9). 
The  Lord  commanded  the  peo- 

Ele  to  "consider  your  ways!" 

iteral  Hebrew  reads,  "Set  your 
hearts  upon  your  ways."  Their 
ways  were  ones  of  self  gratifi¬ 
cation  and  materialism.  Yet, 
they  had  nothing  to  show  for 
all  their  efforts.  They  had 
"sown  much,  but  harvested  lit¬ 
tle."  They  ate  but  were  never 


Life  and  Work 

The  one  and  only  response 

Philippians  3:2-11 


By  Geneva  England 


The  Apostle  Paul  warned  the 
Philippians  to  have  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  flesh.  Yet  history 
records  many  great  names  that 
fell  because  of  their  overconfi¬ 
dence  and  pride  in  self-efforts 
or  for  worshipping  manmade 
idols.  The  Pharaohs,  Caesars, 
King  Saul,  Goliath,  the  ten 
Wicked  Israelite  kings  all  forgot 
that  "the  battle  belongs  to  the 
Lord  (1  Sam.  17:47).  Rejecting 
all  outward  show  of  self-suffi¬ 
ciency  and  pride,  Paul  stressed 
inner  faith  in  Christ  jesus  and 
warned  the  Philippian 
Christians  to  be  clothed  iff 
humility  and  shod  with  self¬ 
lessness. 

Not  Human  Effort  (3:2-4a). 

By  the  time  of  Christ's  birth, 


Judaism  had  become 
so  steeped  in  legal¬ 
ism  that  the  Jewish 
leaders  eauated  their  England 
laws  with  the  Old 
Testament  commandments,  a 
The  least  deviation  from  their  8 
laws  was  punishable.  C 

A  prime  example  was  their 
accusations  against  Jesus  (2 
because  they  didn't  want  his  si 
teachings  to  spread.  However,  ft 
Christ  repeatedly  broke  their  tf 
"laws,"  thus  showing  that  B 
man's  soul  counts  much  more  ti 
than  man's  law.  God  saw  these  n 
Judaizers  as  filled  with  religion  (t 
but  hopelessly  lost  because  of  a 
their  faith  in  themselves;  Paul  Jt 
called  them  "dogs"  (v.2).  H 

Human  efforts  have  pro-  ai 
foundly  influenced  every  gen-  d 
eration.  Man  is  no  different  ri 


today:  he  adds  works  to 
faith  for  salvation,  such  as 
baptism,  tithing,  or  good 
deeds.  Each  of  these  is 
pleasing  to  God,  but  only 
after  salvation  as  a 
demonstration  of  love 
and  devotion  to  him. 

The  only  way  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  is  to  believe  in 
d  Jesus  Christ  "through 
faith,...  not  of  works,  lest 
any  man  should  boast"  (Eph.  2: 
8-9).  Salvation  is  a  free  gift  of 
God. 

Not  Religious  Heritage 
(3:4b-6).  Judged  by  worldly 
standards,  Paul  lost  much  to 
follow  Christ,  but  he  counted 
this  loss  as  worthless  "dung." 
By  birth,  he  enjoyed  four  posi¬ 
tions:  a  member  of  God's  elect 
nation  of  Israel;  a  Benjaminite 
(one  of  the  two  faithful  tribes); 
a  Hebrew  of  Hebrews"  (of  pure 
Jewish  blood  and  retainer  of  the 
Hebrew  language  and  culture); 
and  circumcised  on  the  eighth 
day.  Also  Paul  received  a  supe¬ 
rior  education  from  the  great 


satisfied.  Thev  drank  but  never 
had  enough.  They  put  on  cloth¬ 
ing,  but  were  never  warm. 
They  earned  wages  but  put 
them  in  bags  with  holes  (1:6). 
They  looked  for  much  that 
came  to  little  (1:9).  These  verses 
communicate  the  disappoint¬ 
ing  results  of  material  pursuits. 
We  never  get  ahead  by  putting 
things  ahead  of  God! 

The  Right  Action  (1:7-8). 
The  need  of  the  hour  was  to  put 
God  first  in  a  tangible  way.  The 
Temple  had  to  be  rebuilt!  God 
would  be  pleased  and  glorified 
with  the  Temple  once  the  people 
rebuilt  it  (1:8).  The  command  to 
consider  their  ways,  first  issued 
in  1:5,  is  given  again  in  1:7  with 
a  further  command  to  "go  up  to 
the  mountains,  bring  wood  and 
rebuild  the  Temple"  (1:8). 

The  Right  Perspective  (2:1- 
5).  Haggai  1:12-15  reveals  that 
the  people  got  the  message. 
They  began  tne  work.  The  new 
Temple  did  not  share  the  ele- 


scholar,  Gamaliel.  Paul's  cre¬ 
dentials  gave  him  every  social, 
religious,  and  political  advan¬ 
tage.  Moreover,  he  was  a 
Roman  citizen  from  a  city  of 
great  status.  Tarsus.  If  a  pedi¬ 
gree  is  required  for  entrance 
into  heaven,  Paul  could  lead 
the  line! 

The  Judaizers  were  amazed 
to  hear  Paul  reject  his  creden¬ 
tials,  not  boasting,  but  teaching 
their  worthlessness  in  seeking 
God's  kingdom.  All  his  fault¬ 
less,  law-keeping  had  been  fake 
righteousness — man's  feeble 
effort  to  please  God.  Moreover, 
having  Christian  parents  or 
even  church  membership  does 
not  make  anyone  right  with 
God. 

Faith  in  Christ  (3:7-9).  Paul 
radically  changed  after  his 
Damascus  road  conversion. 
His  righteous  position  in  Christ 
(imputed  to  him  not  by  his 
efforts  but  by  God's  grace  as 
opposed  to  his  Jewish  rank 
acquired  symbolically  though 
Circumcision  and  law  keeping) 


gance  or  size  of  the  Temple  that 
Solomon  had  built.  The  older 
people  who  had  seen  the  former 
Temple  thought  the  new  struc¬ 
ture  was  nothing  in  comparison 
(2:3).  The  people's  attitude  had 
to  be  corrected  so  God  sent 
Haggai  once  again  with  a  timely 
word.  The  magnificence  of  the 
Temple  was  never  the  height  of 
its  walls  or  the  size  of  its  courts, 
but  rather  the  size  of  the  God  for 
whom  the  Temple  was  built! 
The  new'  Temple  was  smaller 
and  less  elaborate,  but  the  God 
of  the  Temple  had  not  changed. 
The  civil  leader,  Zerubbabel,  the 
religious  leader,  Joshua  son  of 
Jehozadak,  and  all  the  people  of 
the  land  were  commanded  to 
take  courage  because  the  Lord 
promised  to  be  with  them  (2:4). 
Additionally,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  abided  in  their  midst  (2:5). 
What  matters  most  is  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God! 

VanHorn  is  pastor,  First 
Church,  Columbia. 


gave  him  boldness  to  preach 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  and  only 
Savior.  A  step  of  faith  in  Christ 
is  the  one  and  only  correct 
response. 

Becoming  like  Christ(  3:10- 
11).  Every  believer,  like  Paul, 
should  then  strive  to  know 
Christ  better.  He  desired  a  gen¬ 
uine  "fellowship"  with  Christ, 
meaning  "to  participate  with," 
even  sharing  in  his  sufferings. 

Remembering  his  zeal 
against  Christ,  Paul  especially 
appreciated  his  threefold  salva¬ 
tion:  (1)  saved  from  the  penalty 
of  past  sins  (2)  ongoing  salva¬ 
tion  from  the  clutches  of  sin, 
and  (3)  final  salvation  from 
eternal  punishment  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life  with  God. 

Having  entered  into  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  by  faith, 
believers  should  continue  to 
believe  they  are  kept,  strength¬ 
ened,  and  matured  by  God's 
power,  not  by  their  own  effort 
or  strength. 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Human  sin  and  divine  love 


Genesis  3 


By  Jason  Bird 


Though  written  over  many 
years  by  many  writers  in  many 
circumstances,  the  central  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Bible  is  consistent 
throughout:  God  seeks  and 
saves  those  who  have  sinned 
against  him.  When  man  and 
woman  were  in  the  garden  of 
Eden,  they  chose  to  disobey 
God's  commands.  That  disobe¬ 
dience  brought  the  curse  of  sin 
upon  them.  Yet,  even  in  the  gar¬ 
den  there  is  evidence  of  God's 
grace  and  mercy. 

Temptation  (3:4-5).  God 
clearly  stated  that  if  Adam  and 
Eve  ate  of  the  tree  of  knowl¬ 
edge  of  good  and  evil  they 
would  die  (1:17).  Yet  the  ser¬ 


pent  presented  a  corn- 
pletefy  different  mes¬ 
sage.  He  tempted  Eve  Bi 
by  questioning  God's 
integrity.  God  said  they  would 
die;  the  serpent  said  they 
would  not.  The  serpent  planted 
seeds  of  doubt  regarding  the 
wisdom,  truthfulness  ana  love 
of  God.  He  also  challenged  Eve 
to  declare  her  own  autonomy  - 
to  strive  to  be  like  God. 

Satan's  method  of  tempta¬ 
tion  has  not  changed  through 
the  years.  Today  he  still  tempts 
people  to  question  the  good¬ 
ness  of  God  and  be  their  own 
authority  in  life.  When  people 
rebel  against  God’s  commands, 
they  are  in  essence  saying  they 
do  not  trust  God  to  have  the 


best  interest  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  at  heart. 

Sin  (3:6).  Temptation 
comes  to  everyone.  Even 
Jesus  was  tempted  by 
Satan.  Temptation  is  not 
sin;  giving  in  to  tempta¬ 
tion  and  disobeying  God 
is.  When  Adam  and  Eve 
ate  of  the  fruit  God  had 
forbidden,  they  rejected 
God  and  his  authority 
over  their  life.  They  exalted 
themselves  as  the  sole  authori¬ 
ty  in  their  life. 

Individuals  sin  today  when 
they  declare  themselves  god. 
Most  would  never  express  tneir 
behavior  in  such  terms,  but  that 
is  exactly  what  we  do  when  we 
choose  to  disobey  God.  All  sin 
can  be  traced  to  a  selfish  pride 
which  denies  God  has  the 
authority  to  reign  as  Lord  of  life. 

Hide  and  Seek  (3:8-10).  As 
soon  as  Adam  and  Eve  dis¬ 
obeyed  God,  their  relationship 
witn  their  Creator  changed.  The 
phrases  "they  hid  from  the 


Lord"  and  "1  was  afraid"  marks 
the  change  in  relationship.  Sin 
now  scarred  this  once  perfect 
relationship.  The  intimacy  they 
had  known  no  longer  existed. 
Yet,  it  is  significant  to  note  that 
God  sought  the  man  and  the 
woman  out.  This  is  the  first  evi¬ 
dence  of  God's  grace  and  mercV- 

Blaming  Others  (3:11-13). 
God  knew  exactly  what  his  cre¬ 
ation  had  done,  but  he  wanted 
Adam  and  Eve  to  acknowledge 
their  sin.  Instead  of  facing  their 
disobedience,  however,  the  tw  o 
began  to  play  the  blame  game. 
Adam  blamed  Eve  for  causing 
him  to  sin  and  Eve  blamed  the 
serpent. 

Society  has  tried  over  the 
years  to  insulate  itself  from  all 
blame.  It  is  not  uncommon  to 
hear  those  who  have  rebelled  to 
blame  their  parents,  their  lack  of 
education,  their  neighborhood 
or  a  myriad  of  other  sources. 
Yet,  in  God's  eyes  we  are  each 
responsible  for  our  own  deci¬ 
sions.  All  have  sinned  and  come 


short  of  the  glory  of  God  and  we 
have  no  one  to  blame  but  our¬ 
selves.  We  have  made  a  con¬ 
scious  choice  to  disobey  God, 
just  as  Adam  and  Eve  did. 
Fortunately,  we  have  hope. 

A  Ray  of  Hope  (3:21).  Man 
and  woman  had  to  face  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  their  rebellion. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  stay 
in  the  paradise  that  God  had 
created  for  them.  But  in  spite  of 
their  sin,  God  did  not  com¬ 
pletely  turn  his  back  on  his  chil¬ 
dren.  Because  the  man  and 
woman  were  no  longer  inno¬ 
cent  and  now  aware  of  their 
nakedness,  God  provided  a 
cover  for  them  as  they  left  the 
garden. 

The  good  news  is  that  God 
has  made  an  eternal  provision  to 
cover  the  sin  of  all  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  If  we  repent  of  our  sin  and 
accept  God's  gift  of  grace,  we  too 
can  experience  the  joy  of  mercy 
that  only  God  can  provide. 

Bird  is  pastor,  15th  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian. 


COMMENTS  RESPECTING  STATEMENTS  OF  ACTIVITIES— continued 

YEAR  ENDED  Increase 

6/30/97  6/30/96  (Decrease 

First  Century  118,753  80,712  38,04 

Capital  improvements  —  1,400  (1,40C 

Centennial  gifts  709,576  —  709,57' 

Restricted  gifts  2,967  =  2,96 


VIEW 


Saptiit  QhilJii 


reiti 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


The  increase  in  operating  expenses  was  due  primarily  to  the  following 


C0UHC1L  ON  ACCREDITATION  Of 
SERVICES  FOR  FAMILIES  ANO 
CHILDREN  INC 


Contingency 

School  expense 

Insurance 

Centennial 

Administrative 

Vehicle  expense 

Christmas  expense 

Utilities 

Retirement 

Food  services 

Buildings  and  grounds 

Development  expenses 

Medical  and  dental 

Salaries 

Taxes 

Other  net  increases 


THE  VILLAGE  DOLLAR— ANNUAL  SUMMARY 


Again  in  1997  The  Village  accounts  to  local  churches  and  interested  individu¬ 
als  through  the  medium  of  excerpts  from  our  auditor’s  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1997,  as  an  alternative  to  the  publication  of  a  booklet  form 
ANNUAL  REPORT.  In  adopting  this  format,  we  conserve  a  substantial  sum  for¬ 
mally  invested  in  the  booklet  form,  and  we  follow  the  advices  of  professionals  who 
counsel  that  such  a  publication  is  no  longer  viable  In  addition  to  our  customary 
additional  reports  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  to  each  Baptist 
Association,  interested  churches  and  individuals  may  acquire  supplemental  finan¬ 
cial  information  by  writing:  Rev.  Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director,  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village,  P  0.  Box  27,  Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027. 


COMMENTS  RESPECTING  STATEMENTS  OF  ACTIVITIES 

A  summary  of  the  operations  for  the  year  under  review  and  a  comparison 
with  a  summary  of  the  Operations  for  the  preceding  year  are  presented  in  the 
tabulation  below. 


YEAR  ENDED 
6/30/97  6/30/96 


Increase 

(Decrease) 


THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN  S  VILLAGE 
STATEMENTS  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 
AT  JUNE  30,1997  AND  1996 


REVENUE  AND  OTHER  SUPPORT 
Contributed  income 
Investment  income  (loss) 

Gain  on  sale  of  assets 
Capital  additions 


CURRENT  ASSETS 
Cash 

Accounts  receivable 

Investments 

Other  current  assets 


EXPENSE 
Operating  expenses 
Depreciation 


EXCESS  OF  REVENUES  OVER  EXPENSES 


ENDOWMENT  INVESTMENTS 
PROPERTY,  PLANT  AND  EQUIPMENT 
Land 

Buildings,  furnishings  and  equipment,  net 


CHANGE  IN  NET  UNREALIZED  GAINS 

AND  LOSSES  ON  INVESTMENTS  152.920  117.964 


CHANGES  IN  NET  ASSETS 


LIABILITIES  AND  NET 


The  factors  entering  into  the  changes  in  contributed  income  were  as  follows 


CURRENT  LIABILITIES 
Accounts  payable 
Accrued  expenses 
Other  current  liabilities 


Increase 


Cooperative  Program 
Mother’s  Day 
Thanksgiving 
Christmas 
Easter  gifts 
Memorial  gifts 
Back  to  school  gifts 
Parental  support 
General  gifts 
Devises  and  bequests 


NET  ASSETS 
Unrestricted 
Permanently  restricted 


’Does  not  include  $70,000  in  volunteer  labor  for  capital  improvements 


1997 

1996 

$  424,044 

$  175,784 

274,268 

258,671 

2,672,816 

3,093,865 

46,115 

13,833 

3,417,243 

3,542,153 

3,327,448 

3,131,853 

825,599 

825,599 

2,946,111 

2,605,056 

3,771,710 

3,430,655 

$10,516,401 

$10,104,661 

SETS 

JUNE  30, 

199Z 

1996 

$  172,567 

$46,982 

25,616 

23,006 

3,863 

181 

202,046 

70,169 

6,986,907 

6,902,639 

3,327,448 

3,131,853 

10,314,355 

10,034,492 

$10,516,401 

$10,104,661 
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Mt.  Olive  Churches  celebrating  ministries 


'FOR  YE  ARE  ONE  IN  CHRIST  .  .  —  Members  of  the  white  Mt.  Olive  Church  and  the 

black  Mt.  Olive  Church  gather  together  for  a  picnic.  The  two  congregations,  originally  one 
church,  had  not  been  together  for  130  years.  (Photo  by  John  Armistead,  copyright  1997, 
Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal) 


By  John  Armistead,  Religion  Editor 

Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal _ 

This  June  in  Prentiss  County  on  the  first 
day  of  summer,  a  stream  of  cars  slowly 
wound  through  a  soybeafi  field  to  a  two-story 
farm  house.  On  the  spacious,  grassy  grounds 
of  the  house  for  the  next  several  hours,  130 
individuals  ate,  sang,  and  prayed  together. 

They  came  from  two  churches,  one  white, 
the  other  black.  Both  churches  are  named 
Mt.  Olive  Baptist,  both  are  in  the  Geeville 
community  north  of  Baldywn,  and  for  most 
of  the  last  130  years  they  have  worshipped 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  each  other. 

In  spite  of  their  physical  nearness,  the 
congregations  have  gone  their  separate 
ways  for  generations.  On  a  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  they  came  together  as  a  first  step  in 
changing  that  pattern. 

The  Rev.  Wayne  Myles,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  the 
African-American  congregation,  admitted 
he  had  some  apprehensions  about  the  affair. 

"Fred  Smith  and  another  member  of  the 
other  Mt.  Olive  came  to  me  and  asked  me 
if  I  thought  it  (the  picnic)  was  something 
that  might  be  possible,"  he  said. 

Myles  shared  the  idea  with  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregation.  "There  were  some 
hesitations  but  overall  everybody  said, 
'We'll  go  and  see.'" 

Thomas  Wallis  is  a  fourth  generation 
member  of  the  white  Mt.  Olive  and  church 
historian.  "It  was  organized  in  1851,"  he 
said  of  the  original  church.  "The  first  black 
members  joined  in  1852.  They  were  slaves 
of  the  Burress  family." 

Other  blacks  became  members  in  the 
following  years.  "The  blacks  continued  to 
worship  with  the  whites  until  they  orga¬ 
nized  tneir  own  church  in  1867,"  he  said. 
"The  black  church  was  built  behind  the 
white  church.  Our  church  faced  east  and 
their  church  faced  north." 

"I  think  it  is  memorable,"  he  said,  "that 


Ramm- 


the  combined  churches  have  almost  300 
years  of  ministry." 

Harry  Old  of  Baldwyn,  also  a  member  of 
the  white  Mt.  Olive,  was  pleased  with  the 
way  everything  went.  "1  thought  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  definitely  among  us,"  he  said. 

Old  recognizes  that  barriers  do  exist. 
"Those  old  nang-ups  and  prejudices  and 
fears  just  seem  to  divide  us.  But  we're  all 
God's  children  and  we  need  to  make  strides 
as  God's  children  to  come  together  and  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  things  we  have  in  common 
rather  than  dwell  on  things  that  divide  us.  1 


think  that's  what  happened  at  out  picnic. 
Maybe  some  day  in  tne  future  we  can  be 
one  church  again.  We  once  were." 

The  Rev.  Chester  Harrison,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Olive  Baptist  Church,  the  white  congrega¬ 
tion,  also  approached  the  day  with  eager¬ 
ness.  "Fred  (Smith)  started  talking  about 
this  a  year  ago  and  he's  really  been  the 
instigator,"  he  said. 

Harrison  was  very  pleased  with  the 
afternoon.  "I  think  it  was  a  tremendous 
success,  and  hopefully  this  is  something 
we  can  do  again.  I  would  highly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  other  churches:" 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Prather,  director  of 
missions  for  the  Prentiss  County 
Baptist  Association,  viewed  the 
picnic  as  a  positive  force  in  build¬ 
ing  good  relationships  between 
black  and  white  congregations. 

Lorene  Frair  of  Baldwvn  also 
sensed  the  spirit  of  reconciliation 
as  she  and  her  fellow  members 
of  the  black  Mt.  Olive  gathered 
at  the  farm  house.  "1  was  looking 
forward  to  it  because  1  think  that 
everyone  should  get  along  if 
we're  calling  ourselves 
Christian,"  she  said. 

The  picnic  surpassed  Friar's 
expectations.  "To  be  truthful,  I  was 
surprised  at  the  way  they  acted. 
They  welcomed  us  like  we  were 
somebody.  You  don't  get  that  kind 
of  treatment  everyday.  Being  black 
I've  gotten  a  lot  of  racial  slurs  and 
treatment  during  my  life." 

Fred  Smith,  who  made  his 
home  available  for  the  picnic,  has 
often  reflected  on  the  relationship 
between  the  two  churches. 
Everyday  when  Smith  leaves  or 
enters  his  property  he  passes  by 
the  black  church.  "I  started  search¬ 
ing  my  mind  for  a  step  to  open  up 
an  avenue  for  fellowship,"  he  said. 

He,  too,  would  like  to  make  this 
an  annual  event.  "Eventually,  I 
hope  this  sort  of  thing  would  break 
down  a  few  walls,"  he  continued. 
"At  least  that  was  my  thinking." 

Edited  for  space  and  reprinted  by 
permission.  Copyright  1997, 
Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal. 


Churches  aid  Kurdish  refugees 


GREENVILLE,  S.C.  (BP)  — 
Kurdish  refugees  seeking  a  fresh 
start  in  the  United  States  are 
finding  an  abundance  of  aid  and 
support  from  many  Southern 
Baptist  churches  who  have 
made  a  commitment  to  be  their 
sponsors.  In  the  process,  they  are 
being  introduced  to  Jesus  Christ 
by  testimony  and  example. 

In  South  Carolina,  for 
instance,  seven  churches  are 
sponsoring  10  Kurdish  families 
and  several  single  men.  Most  of 
the  churches  are  sponsoring 
one  family  each,  helping  the 
family  adjust  to  their  new  cul¬ 
ture. 

The  churches  provided 
minimal  housing  for  at  least 
the  first  30  days  and  have 
assisted  with  necessary  med¬ 
ical  care,  transportation,  and 
paperwork  that  accompanies 
applying  for  Medicaid,  Social 
Security  cards,  and  food 
stamps.  With  a  goal  of  the 
Kurdish  families  becoming 
self-sufficient,  church  mem¬ 
bers  also  familiarized  refugees 
with  the  area,  helped  them 
find  employment,  accompa¬ 
nied  them  to  the  bank  and  the 
store  and  enrolled  the 
Iren  in  school. 

The  North  American  Mission 


Board  (NAMB)  helps  coordi¬ 
nate  refugee  resettlement 
through  one  of  several  national 
agencies  that  have  contracted 
with  the  federal  government  to 
oversee  the  resettlement. 

In  all  cases,  the  Kurds  first 
came  to  America  with  few  pos¬ 
sessions,  other  than  the  clothes 
on  their  backs.  Originally  from 
northern  Iraq,  they  had  to  flee 
their  homeland  because  of 
their  involvement  with 
American  organizations  which 
were  working  in  Iraq. 

Despite  tneir  Muslim  back¬ 


ground,  a  few  of  the  refugee  fam¬ 
ilies  have  chosen  to  attend  some 
of  the  worship  services  or  pro¬ 
grams  held  at  their  sponsoring 
churches.  In  all  cases,  refugees 
have  been  exposed  to  Christ  and 
his  gospel  through  relationships 
with  their  sponsors. 

"I  really  relieve  that  God  has 
brought  mem  here  to  hear  the 
truth  about  Jesus,"  Suzanne 
Barton  of  Taylors  First  Church 
said  of  the  family  her  church  is 
sponsoring. "...  You  never  know 
—  they  may  be  the  ones  to  reach 
other  Kurds  with  the  gospel." 
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